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Clinton Stand on Kurds in Iraq Called 
Contradictory 

BR2303151495 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 23 Mar 95 
p10 


{Editorial: “Turkish Adventure™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Around 35.000 Turkish troops 
have entered Iraqi territory, violating the international 
border and causing casualties among the civilian popu- 
lation, especially through their aircraft’s shelling. Their 
official aim is to destroy the bases of the guerrillas of the 
PKK (Kurdish Workers Party); a party which since 1984 
has been waging a constant struggle in various parts of 
Turkey against Ankara’s police and military forces. That 
violation of the border occurs in a place subject to a 
special status: Following Saddam Husayn’s defeat in the 
Gulf war, the allies, in the desire to protect the Kurds 
living in northern Iraq, forced Saddam to recognize a 
neutralized zone with its own administration. The U.S. 
Air Force is supposed in principle to oversee from 
Turkish bases Iraq’s respect for that special zone. Rela- 
tions between the two Turkish parties which were jointly 
administering that neutralized zone (the Patriotic Union 
and the Democratic Party) have been severed following a 
period of cooperation, and each is administering its own 
area. 


The Turkish Army has entered that territory without 
encountering resistance. It is too early to tell whether 
they will succeed in destroying the PKK’s bases. Sources 
in the latter rule this out. They claim to have moved 
them elsewhere. This is an area of steep mountains, in 
which the aircraft inevitably cause casualties among the 
civilian population when shelling cities or villages. 


In view of the size of the Turkish forces used in this 
action, it is highly likely that their aim is not just to 
attack the PKK. Ankara may intend to threaten and 
break up the Kurdish security zore created in northern 
Iraq under the sponsorship of tne United States, the 
United Kingdom. and France with the logical aim of 
weakening Saddam Husayn. 


But on this matter, as on others, Clinton's line is contra- 
dictory. The United States has stated that it “under- 
stands Turkey’s need to act decisively.” That is, that 
Washington, charged with seeing that Iraq: troops do not 
enter the northern area, accepts the Turks doing so. On 
the other hand, the European Union [EU], through 
French Minister Juppe, has described the episode as a 
grave violation of international rules. The paradox is 
that the Turkish attack is approved of by Saddam 
Husayn: Anything that weakens the Kurds suits him, 
since these are the main opposition force confronting his 
dictatorship. 


In any event, if Turkey prolongs its invasion of Iraq, this 
will cause serious reactions from the Turks, both in that 
country and in the others in which they are living as 
emigrants. And the basic question of whether the PKK’s 
bases on Iraqi territory can be destroyed still stands. The 
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Kurdish parties of that area, which are also victims of 
these Turkish attacks, are opposed to violence and could 
help isolate the guerrillas if Ankara had a less militanst 
policy on an eminently political problem. Although there 
are some bases on those borders, the PKK’s real support 
hes among the 10 million Kurds living in Turkey, and 
this social base could only be weakened by a policy on 
Ankara’s part of political negotiation with this minority 
which, however much they may wish to deny it, exists. 


Regrettably, however, this offensive shows once more 
the Turkish Government's blindness to the Kurdish 
problem. It could be encouraging a complex interna- 
tional conflict, which would certainly help to make more 
remote again the prospects of Turkey's moving closer to 
the EU and fuel the strategy of destabilization and 
escalation of the internal and externa! conflict sought by 
the enemies of a democratic and secular system in 
Turkey. 


EU Divided Over ‘Open Skies’ Accords With U.S. 


BR2303154595 Paris LE FIGARO in French 23 Mar 95 
p12 


[Report by Baudouin Bollaert: “Open Skies—Head in 
the Sand”) 


[FBIS Translated [ext] While it is quite thoroughly 
tired, the phrase accuratcly depicts reality: Although the 
EU is an economic giant, it remains a political dwarf... 
The “open skies” issue proves it once more. 


What is it all about? Six countries—including two Com- 
munity charter members—have entered into bilateral 
agreements with the United States; these agreements will 
let U.S. airlines, having crossed the Atlantic, carry pas- 
sengers from The Hague to Vienna or from Brussels to 
Helsinki. 


In exchange, the airlines of the six countries (Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Luxembourg, and Sweden) 
flying from the European continent will enjoy easier 
access to U.S. airports. However, they will not be able to 
carry passengers from one U.S. city to another... 


The European Commission saw the danger as soon as the 
first such agreement was signed (by the Netherlands). As 
the single market for air transport has been a reality since 
1 January 1993, one may wonder why outward links, 
which are part of European airlines’ normal operations, 
are still being negotiated on a bilateral basis by member 
states, unlike all other types of links. 


In March 1993, member states reaffirmed national juris- 
dictions in the matter. Nevertheless, the Commission 
would like to be able—in some cases—to negotiate on 
behalf of the Fifteen, for the sake of consistency. As far 
as the Commission is concerned, flights between EU 
cities are domestic flights and any agreement with the 
United States should let European airlines pick up 
passengers in one U.S. airport and take them to another. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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This is also the position of France, Germany, and 
Ireland. They do not want to open their skies to U.S. 
competition in a haphazard manner. Contrast this with 
much foot-dragging on the part of the British as well as 
those countries which have “open skies” agreements 
with Washington. Consequently, the Fifteen have asked 
experts to come up with yet another report so as to 
conceal their helplessness... 


“Divide and conquer”: the old tactics used by the 
Americans will remain effective as long as EU member 
states place national selfishness above Community soli- 
darity, and as long as they insist on powering the 
European Rolls-Royce with a lawnmower motor... 


WTO Chief Declares Himself ‘Friend of United 
States’ 


AU2303202095 Paris AFP in English 1954 GMT 23 
Mar 95 


[by Philippe Debeusscher] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, March 23 (AFP}—The 
World Trade Organisation [WTO] gave the green light 
Thursday [23 March] to the appointment of Renato 
Ruggiero as its first director general, and the new leader 
immediately declared himself a “friend of the United 
States” who weuld fight protectionism. 


The WTO council will convene Friday to approve for- 
mally the selection of the former Italian trade minister 
after 10 months of bickering at the successor organiza- 
tion of GATT, and last minute haggling over deputy 


posts. 


Ruggiero, 65, is to take over on May | for a non- 
renewable four- year term. 


At a news conference Thursday. he sought to dispel bad 
feelings created by the fight for the directorship. 


“The past is past,” Ruggiero said. ““We have to look now 
to the future and create a climate of confidence... to 
promote free trade and reinforce the multilateral trading 


system.” 


“We have to fight protectionism, which is still very 
strong,” he added. “It is a refusal of growth towards a 
better world and increases tensions, nationalism and 
violence.” 


Breaking with long-standing practice at the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), WTO mem- 
bers agreed to choose a successor to Ruggiero in 1999 
from a non-European country to underpin the organiza- 
tion’s universal reach. 


Months of ill-tempered wrangling over three candidates, 
and then two, revealed rifts in the ambitions of the 
different regions of the world and spelt the end of 
European supremacy in international trade monitoring 
since the GATT was created on January |, 1948. 


All GATT directors general were Europeans. 
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Agreement on Ruggiero was reached after the United 
States decided to accept the European candidate on 
condition that he be installed for four years only and that 
his successor be drawn from outside Europe, and South 
Korea made knowr that it would withdraw its nominee, 
former trade minister Kim Sul-chu. 


“I am a friend of the United States,” Ruggiero said 
afterwards. “There was no deal—I had only moral per- 
suasion.” 


WTO members recommended that a fourth post of 
deputy director general be created and given to Kim, 
which would make him the second Asian among Ruggi- 


ero’s deputies. 


The proposal has provoked resentment among African 
countries which are excluded from top WTO ranks but 
they were given reassurances—insufficient in the eyes of 
some African members—that their interests will be con- 
sidered in the future. 


Reacting to the anger, Ruggiero said, “I have a lot of 
sympathy for Africa and its demands.” 


He is to make a decision on the proposal after Friday's 
WTO council meeting. 


After Kim’s withdrawal Ruggiero was the only candi- 
date, since former Mexican president Carlos Salinas had 
pulled out of the race earlier this month. 


Salinas, backed by the United States, had at one point 
appeared to be the favorite but he withdrew, his image 
damaged by the collapse of the Mexican peso and the 
arrest of his brother in connection with allegations of 
murder. 


Disagreement delayed the appointment of the head of 
the new organisation three times, and the member coun- 
tries asked the last director general of GATT, Peter 
Sutherland of Ireland, to extend his temporary stay in 
the head post until April 39. 


The WTO is intended to be a strengthened version of the 
GATT secretariat and was brought into existence on 
January | by the Uruguay Round of trade tariff-cutting 
negotiations. 


WTO council chief Krishnaswamy Kesavapany of Sin- 
gapore said after Ruggiero’s selection he possessed a 
“rare combination of political expertise and managerial 
skills which the head of this organization will particu- 
larly need in the years ahead.” 


Under last year’s Uruguay Round agreements which are 
to boost international trade, services and intellectual 
property rights, will be covered by WTO rules, and more 
negotiations will have to be held for accords to take 
shape. 


Ruggiero said he intended to fulfill the commitments of 
the Uruguay Round and would not give the advantage to 
certain sectors at the expense of others. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











FBIS-WEU-95-057 
24 March 1995 


“Fortunately we find ourselves in a very satisfying 
situation. The Uruguay agreements are very complete,” 
he said. “The road in front of us is very clear.” 


Steen Says Contact Group To ‘Reactivate 
AU2303 160495 Paris AFP in English 1525 GMT 23 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, March 23 (AFP)— 
Officials from the five-nation “contact group” on Bosnia 
are to meet either this weekend or early next week, a 
spokeswoman for the French Foreign Ministry said here 
Thursday [23 March]. 


The venue for the meeting has yet to be fixed, spokes- 
woman Catherine Colonna said. 


As well as examining the situation in the former Yugo- 
slavia, the meeting would also pave the way for talks 
involving contact group foreign ministers, she said. 


The move comes at a time when doubts surround the 
cohesion and solidarity of the contact group, and follows 
a number of high-profile calls for it to reconvene as soon 
as possible as a cease- fire in Bosnia disintegrates daily. 


U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher said in 
Geneva Wednesday that a meeting could be held at the 
weekend to try to seek an internationally coordinated 
solution to the conflict in Bosnia. 


He was speaking after meeting French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, who said the two men “agreed to reactivate 
the work of the contact group,” which comprises Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia and the United States. 


Juppe said last weekend that the main objective of the 
new contact group meeting would be to prepare a new 
mandate for the 7,500 UN troops allowed to stay on in 
Croatia, when the old mandate ends on March 31. 


Zagreb agreed to allow a tapered-down UN force to 
remain, on condition that it deploy along the confronta- 
tion lines separating Croatian army forces and Croatian 
Serbs, and along the country’s internationally recognised 
borders with Bosnia and Serbia. 


Juppe also suggested it agree a calendar for easing 
international sanctions against Belgrade. 


However, the group must still persuade Belgrade to 
recognize Bosnia and Croatia before sanctions can be 
lifted. 


Kozyrev Says ‘Honeymoon Is Over’ After Geneva 
Talks 

AU2303160295 Paris AFP in English 1517 GMT 23 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, March 23 (AFP)}— 
U.S.-Russia talks to remove a host of obstacles ahead of 
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a key May summit ended on Thursday [23 March] with 
no visible results and Russian Foreign Minister Andrey 
Kozyrev acknowledging “the honeymoon is over.” 


Answering a question at a joint press conference ending 
two days of talks with U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, Kozyrev said the honeymmon period had 
been replaced by one of “pragmatic cohabitation.” 


“The honeymoon came to an end but didn't end in 
divorce but in a growing ability to jointly face prob- 
lems,” he said. 


The statement aptly summed up the atmosphere of the 
talks, which ended on a smooth and polite note but with 
no tangible accords on a series of bilateral siumbling 
blocks, such as NATO plans to expand eastwards, Rus- 
sian plans to provide nuclear reactors to Iran and the war 
in Chechnya. 


The chief aim of the meetings, to be followed up by an 
encounter in April in New York, was to set an agenda 
and iron out discord ahead of the summit in Moscow 
early May between President Bill Clinton and President 
Boris Yeltsin. 


The sole joint accord produced was to set up a joint 
study on non-proliferation ahead of the summit. 


Santer ‘Monetary World Based on ECU, 
. Yen’ 


AU2303195095 Paris AFP in English 1915 GMT 23 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Luxembourg, March 23 
(AFP)—European Commission President Jacques 
Santer again called on Thursday [23 March] for a fast 
transition to the union's planned single currency and for 
a monetary world based on the ECU, the dollar and the 
yen. 


He said at a conference in Luxembourg that “We could 
even move to a tri-polar world between the ECU, the 
dollar and the yen that would provide incentives to 
engage in stronger global economic policy coordina- 
tion.” 


He said that the world had seen that such coordination 
was possible in 1985 and 1987 via the Plaza and Louvre 
agreements. “I do not see why such a mechanism could 
not be revived, in accordance with the policy instru- 
ments at our disposal.” 


Santer had already referred to this idea last weekend, 
saying that concerted intervention at Group of Seven 
level could stem the dollar's fall, which has brought 
disorder on the foreign exchange markets. 


He said failure to shift to a single currency in 1997 would 
be “an unfortunate event, given the possibilities that are 
now present to achieve a high degree of durable (eco- 
nomic) convergence.” 
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Vranitzky Welcomes EBRD’s Postponing 
Mechovce Decision 

AU 2303132795 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
23 Mar 95S p 1 


{[Unattnibuted report: “Decision on Mochovce Credit 
Postponed”™)] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—At Slovakia’s r°~uest, 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Devclop- 
ment (EBRD) has postponed the decision on the 
granting of credit for the completion of Slovakia’'s 
Mochovce nuclear power station until mid-April, Chan- 
cellor Franz Vranitzky stated on Wednesday [22 March]. 


At the same time, the European Commission postponed 
its decision on granting credit, which was planned for 
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Wednesday, “for several weeks,” Austrian EU Commis- 
sione: Franz Fischler reported in Brussels. 


Vranitzky welcomed the postponement of the EBRD 
credit decision as a “great success for Austria's efforts.” 
The remarkable thing is that the request came from the 
Slovak representative at the bank: “This circumstance 
shows that we did make progress in the talks with Prime 
Minister Viadimir Meciar in Vienna two weeks ago. At 
that time, we again presented an alternative offer on 
Mochovee to the Slovak side.” 


Environment Minister Maria Rauch-Kallat also wel- 
comed the postponement of the EBRD decision. 








This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
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LD2303212095 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 2034 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[By Gavin Cordon and lan Graham, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Northern Ireland peace 
process was stalled tonight after Sinn Fein insisted that 
talks with Government ministers must include the pull- 
out of British troops. 


Downing Street made clear that there was no question of 
negotiations with Sinn Fein over the deployment of the 
Army in the Province or over the position of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary. 


Government sources said that any attempt to place a 
moral equivalence on the arms held illegally by the 
paramilitaries and the position of the security forces was 
unacceptable. 


In the Commons, Prime Minister John Major under- 
lined the Government's position that Sinn Fein must 
give the same assurances as the loyalist fringe groups, the 
PUP [Progressive unionist party] and the UDP [Ulster 
Democratic Party], had given before they could enter 
talks with ministers. 


Sinn Fein tonight accused ministers of delaying tactics 
over their refusal to discuss the issue of “demilitarisa- 
tion”, claiming that there was already a tacit agreement 
that “all weapons should be taken out of the equation”. 


Despite the latest stumbling block to hit the peace 
process, the possiblity of a first meeting between Sinn 
Fein representatives and the Northern Ireland minister 
Michael Ancram next week has not been rule out. 


Northern Ireland Office officials were expected to write 
to Sinn Fein tomorrow to spell out “beyond a shadow of 
a doubt™ exactly what assurances were required of them. 


Sinn Fein’s Northern chairman Mitchel McLaughlin 
said that he believed that the two sides were “within 
touching distance”. 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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The Irish Government also stepped up the pressure on 
Whitehall with Deputy Prime Minister Dick Spring 
saying that he was disappointed that no munistenal 
mecting had yet been arranged. 


“If there are difficulties, we will ave to assess the 
difficulties and see if they can be overcome.” he said 
during a visit to Belfast. 


Tonight Mr Major met a delegation of Church of Ireland 
Bishops, headed by the Primate of All Ireland Arch- 
bishop Robin Eames. who warned that the Protestant 
community feared it was on a “one way journey to a 
united Ircland”. Following the meeting Archbishop 
Eames told reporters that, since the publication of the 
Anglo-!nsh framework document for all-parts talks, 
there was a real danger of a breakdown of trust between 
the Protestant community and the Goverament. 


He said that ministers must be “very, very sensitive to 
the feelings of people in both comunities who have kept 
the law and who have maintained their dignity through 
the years of trouble and who deserve to find their place 
in the peace process.” 


Mr Major in turn offered to meet both main unionist 
parties io discuss their proposals for all party negotia- 
tions as well as the implications of the framework 
document. 


Earlier, during Prime Minister's Questions, Mr Major 
was pressed by the Ulster Unionist leader James 
Molyneaux over whether Sinn Fein would have to give 
an assurance that they woul!’ dismantiec its “terrorist 
apparatus”—as the loyalist groups had done, before it 
could enter talks with ministers. 


Mr Major replied: “The same conditions apply to Sinn 
Fein in terms of exploratory talks with a minister, which 
is the matier under consideration at the present time.” 


But he added political talks were “some way down the 
road—after the discussions on modalities have been 
completed and after there has been substantial progress 
on decommisioning. That 1s some way away.” 
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Expert Says Turks Used German Weapons in 
Northern 


LD2403084895 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0520 
GMT 24 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Cologne (DDP/ADN)— 
According to a report broadcast on ARD television 
today, German weapons are among those being used by 
Turkey in its offensive against the Kurdish PKK [Kur- 
distan Workers Party] in northern Irag. Looking at 
pictures from Turkish television and other international 
television agencies, Lothar Mann, arms expert and 
retired National People’s Army [NVA] colonel, identi- 
fied tanks, trucks, and equipment supplied by Germany 
being used in Turkish Army combat. 


Mann recognized pictures of a Turkish armored per- 
sonnel carrier in Iraq as being a BTR-60-PB from stocks 
of the NVA. This type of tank had so called loading 
wedges for train transport fixed between the second and 
third axle. This is something that only the NVA did, 
Mann stressed. In addition, he pointed out so-called 
distance lights, which were also a characteristic of NVA 
vehicles. 


Replying on “Morgenmagazin™ to the question of what 
he would do if Turkey was using German weapons in 
Iraq, Federal Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said: “Then 
we will protest against this and use all the possibilities at 
our disposal to stop it.” Hitherto, he had no cause to 
doubt the official line from the government in Ankara 
that no military equipment from Germany was being 
used against the Kurds. 


Seen Likely Welcoming Turkish Attack 
on Kurds 


AU 2303132995 Berlin DIE WELT in German 23 Mar 
95 p6 


[Commentary by Lothar Ruehl: “Kurds and Interna- 
tional Law”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The invasion of Turkish troops 
on Iraqi territory gives rise to questions of international 
law that are not easy to answer. In Iraq. just across its 
own border, Turkey is not waging a war against another 
country but war in another country—against a common 
enemy: the Kurdish nationalists. As a result, the war's 
enemy is a population of about 20 million that is spread 
among five countnes, but primarily Turkey with about 
11 million, Iraq with about 3 million, and Iran with 
about 6 million. Distinguishing between guerrilla groups 
and the widely armed Kurdish people is extremely 
difficult: The majority of all Kurds support the indepen- 
dence struggle for a “free Kurdistan” with all their 
strength. In other words: Kurds, as a nation without a 
State, are in a war against the territorial status quo, after 
being given their own state in 1920 and deprived of it in 
1923. “Autonomy” is a temporary substitute solution for 
them. 
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Thus, the large Kurdish clans of the Barzani and Tala- 
bani have been fighting against the Iraqi state in 
northern Irag since 1920. The Barzani even entered into 
some kind of political alliance with Hitler's Germany 
against the British Empire in 1941-42. In 1942-46, the 
Kurdish nationalists in northwestern Iran accepted an 
alliance with Stalin's Soviet Union in order to separate 
their territory from Iran and turn it into a Kurdish Soviet 
republic. The Kurdish nationalists of the Turkish PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] followed this example to a 
certain extent by supporting Marxism and accepting 
Soviet help, via Syria, against the NATO member 
Turkey. Since 1991, the United States has been encour- 
aging Kurds in Iraq to fight against Saddam Husayn. 


Therefore, in order to ensure protection of all the various 
rebels, international law can be used only to the extent to 
which it is limited to observing the rules of the law of 
war, as long as Irag does not state that it has been 
attacked by Turkey. Iraqg’s Army, however, is itself 
fighting the Kurds to the south of al-Mawsil, the protec- 
tion of which the United Nations and NATO cannot 


guarantee. In Baghdad. the Turkish attack is probably 
seen as assistance rather than aggression. 


‘No Need’ for Kinkel’s ‘Strong Language’ on 
AU2303 184195 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 23 Mar 95 p 4 


[Commentary by Herbert Richl-Heyse: “No Need for 
Strong Language”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] One of the particy ‘arly 
unpleasant characteristics of some politicians is their big 
mouth. Last weekend, for example in connection with 
the attacks on Turkish travel agencies and culture clubs, 
Klaus Kinkel announced that “the Kurds” in Germany 
are “behaving in a way that is no longer acceptable.” 
This was boldly formulated for the television cameras, 
but raised at least two questions: First, it is hard to 
understand how a foreign minister should suddenly have 
more precise findings than the police. Second. it would 
be nice to know what the result of his announcement 
should be. The result will be precious litthe—which, as 
we all know, tends to boost enormously the electorate's 
enthusiasm about those they have elected. 


Let us first look at Kinkel’s statement about who is 
responsible for the attacks. Evidence suggests, of course, 
that the Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK) is respon- 
sible for a number of attacks. Yet, it is equally obvious 
that the PKK absolutely cannot be equated with the 
Kurds; according to estimates by prominent officials of 
the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution 
[BfV}. the so-called Workers Party of Kurdistan cur- 
rently has about 7,500 supporting activists, which is less 
than 2 percent of the 500,000 Kurds living in Germany. 
Moreover, the Hesse Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution was not the only one to warn, quite rightly, 
against hasty verdicts: Most cases in the recent series of 
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terrorist attacks are far from clarified: at least regarding 
the attacks on Turkish culture and sports clubs. there ts 
some indication that suggests that members of the 
Turkish Communist Party may be behind them. but also 
Islamic-fundamentalist terrorists. or even radical mght- 
wing Germans. At least this 1s how the authorities assess 
the fire-bombs that were thrown last summer im the 
Turkish-Kurdish milheu, without judicial authorities 
being able to clarify many of these cases. 


Whatever the circumstances are: These are criminal acts 
and criminal acts in general cannot be tolerated. what- 
ever the motives behind them may be. And no country in 
the world can stand idly by while other peoples’ conflicts 
are conducted on its territory. Therefore. it is rather 
superfluous to weigh cause and effect. terror and 
counter-terror in the Turkish-Kurdish conflict against 
each other. regardless of how correct Kinkel 1s when he 
critecizes—albeit again without any consequences— 
Turkey's recent offensive in northern Iraq. The fact that 
German authonties have to take action on crime should 
not be affected in the least by sympathy with esther side. 


So much for police and judicial authorities, which have 
so far unfortunately not been very successful in their 
search for those who have committed the attacks over 
the past few nights. Stull. their success wall certainly not 
become any greater because of big-mouthed politicians 
demandirg success. Kinkel’s fury does not help an over- 
burdened state prosecutor. nor does it intimidate the 
PKK when Federal Intersor Minister Manfred Kanther 
calls again for “relentless action” against them. Kanther 
has insisted repeatedly over the past few days that the 
attacks prove how right he was to have banned the PKK, 
a ban that should be implemented now even more 
resolutely. What 1s true, unfortunately. 1s that according 
to BV findings. support for the PKK has increased again 
considerably. Incidentally, the central control of the 
attacks (to the extent to which the PKK 1s responsible for 
them) does not indicate that 1 would have been signifi- 
cantly weakened by Kanther’s measure. 


In reality, the situation ts absolutely confi.sing: First, the 
perpetrators are usually not caught, let alone the men 
behind them and party members, if, however, a person is 
caught aid a young man can be proved (or pretends) that 
he is a member of the terrorist organization, then he can 
hardly be deported, even if the federal and laender 
governments were to agree to end the general deporta- 
tion ban in the near future. Such Kurds, in particular, are 
threatened with capital punishment and torture in 
Turkey. This situation would require political imagina- 
tion and flexibility rather than strong language. 


Not that anyone could seriously present a formula that 
would resolve all the problems: such a solution could 
only be brought about by peace in Turkey, something 
that one can only dream about right now. Therefore, it 
would be all the more necessary to be careful and 
differentiate precisely here in Cermany: Since one 
cannot treat the almost 2 million Turks in Germany 
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alike, the same is true of Kurds who. through general 
indictment, would only be driven into the arms of 
fanat: supporters of violence. If one must separate those 
who are well-meaning and in danger on all sides from the 
aestators, they musi be shown r. »t only the limitations set 
by the constitutional state but also the possibilsties, 
including peaceful demonstration, whereby people of 
most differnng opinions, religions, and origins are able to 
live together. It is, of course, difficult to organize such 
coexistence between people who have learned to distrust 
ead hate each other for thousands of reasons. Only. we 
»ave no other alternative. 


Deportation Ban Faulted as Endangering Turks” 
Security 


AU2303133095 Berlin DIE WELT in German 23 Mar 
9S p2 


[Report by Helmut Brever: “Warning That Turks May 
Take Law Into Their Own Hands™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Essen—North Rhine- 
Westphalian Interior Minister Herbert Schnoor (Social 
Democratic Party of Germany) is endangering the secu- 
rity of about 600,000 Turks living on the Rhine and the 
Ruhr. This accusation has beer leveled by Faruk Sen 
[name as published], head of the suprapartisan Center 
for Turkish Studies at Ruhr University in Essen. In an 
interview with DIE WELT, Sen accused the minister of 
exerting too little pressure on members of the Kurdish 
Workers party [PKK], about 1.500 of whom are living in 
North Rhine-Westphalia despite the party's ban. and on 
their approximately 20 “bases mainly located in the 
Ruhr area, about which we and the police know, natu- 


“Mr. Schnoor is about to lose the confidence of the 
Turkish minonty in North Rhine-Westphalia. There is 
no need to post a policemen in front of every Turkish 
home, but stricter control of the 20 PKK bases in the 
land is required because 90 percent of the daily violence 
against my compatriots orgimates there.” Faruk Sen 
pointed out. Whereas there have been numerous reports 
of arrests of Kurdish terrorist offenders in Baden- 
Wuerttemberg and Bavaria, “nothing is happening, 
apparently, in North Rhine-Westphalia, in spite of the 
fact that most of the attacks against Turks are carried ovt 
there,” stressed the economic scientist, who has been 
living in Germany for 23 years. 


Sen expressed the fear that the most recent wave of 
violence against Turkish shops and facilities might 
endanger the fnendship between Turks and Kurds in 
Germany that has existed so far, and induce young 
Kurds to defend themselves and take the law into their 
own hands. This dangerous development can only be 
prevented by the German police “who must take deci- 
sive action against the perpetrators in North Rhine- 
Westphalia, too, and arrest the criminals.” Faruk Sen 
emphasized. After all, it is Schnoor’s task to ensure the 
protection of his Turkish compatriots by the police. It is 
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a serious mistake on the part of the German Left to mix 
up organizations like the PLO with the terrorist PKK. 
“The truth is that the PKK is not the legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Kurdish people. but can be compared 
with the Baader-Meinhof gang.” 


The Turkish scientist also criticized the deportation ban 
in the laender governed by the Social Democratic Party 
of Germany [SPD]. Thus, every Turkish economic ref- 
ugee will tell German authorities that he is a Kurd and 
PKK supporter. “If | were a militant Kurd, I would 
immediately go to North Rhine-Westphalia, too,” Sen 
stressed. The halt to deportations has created practically 
a “rest stop” for terrorists. 


The Federation of People’s Associations of Turkish 
Social Democrats has appealed to the SPD interior 
minister of the laender not to focus on developments in 
Turkey but to better protect the lives and shops of Turks 
living in Germany. “Otherwise these interior ministers 
will be to blame for future events ” 


Kohl: Omitting Poland From 8 *fay Events No 
‘Affront’ 

LD2303174495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1425 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohli has defended the decision to 
invite only the four victorious powers of the Second 
World War to the commemorations in Berlin on 8 May. 
In an interview with Mitteldeutscher Rundfunk today, 
Kohl said that 't was not meant to be an “affront” to 
Poland. Rather, the decision had been taken for organi- 
zational reasons. 


Thus, if Poland had been invited then other German 
neighbors such as the Czech Republic or The Nether- 
lands would hav. had to be considered as well. However, 
it was “hardly conceivable” to invite guests “who then 
cannot speak,” the chancellor added, referring to the 
limited time for speeches at the commemoration. 


Kohl pointed out that apart from the representatives of 
the United States, Russia, France, and Great Britain, 
German President Romar Herzog would also speak. It 
was an “historic hour and opportunity” for Germany 
“that the four signatory powers of the Potsdam Treaty 50 
years on will be addressing us as frends, as our partners, 
with whom we, emerging together from history, will 
shape the future.” 


Kohl emphasized that he would “very much welcome” it 
if, at a likely commemoration ceremony in parliament “‘a 
guest from Poland could take the floor.” Furthermore, 
he was “fairly certain” that the relevant talks in the lower 
house “will lead to a good result.” The chancellor also 
pointed out that the Germans were the “real champions” 
for Poland's membership of the European Union and 
NATO. 
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Economy Minister Assesses Economic Relations 
With Poland 


LD2403100095 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0833 
GMT 24 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Frankfurt (Oder) (ADN- 
LBG)}—German Economy Minister Guenter Rexrodt 
has made a positive assessment of the prospects of 
German-Polish economic relations, “despite a few small 
problems,” Rexrodt said today at the first German- 
Polish economic convertion of the Oder-Neisse region 
in Frankfurt (Oder). The economic growth rates of the 
two countries are a good basis for cross-border coopera- 
tion, he said. In the first ten months of 1994, Polish 
exports to Germany increased by 15 percent and 
achieved a value of DM 8 billion. This was almost the 
same as the arnount of German imports from Denmark. 


Poland is no longer profiting from low wage costs. The 
competitiveness and flexibility of the producers there 
has also increased, Rexrodt said. But there is “no for- 
ward-looking answer™ in using protectionism to respond 
to this challenge, as some German industrialists want. 
Rexrodt cited Polish bureaucracy, limited working pos- 
sibilities for German banks, and lengthy waiting times at 
the borders as impediments to increased commitment in 


The economic convention, attended by 200 firms from 
both countries, has been arranged by the German-Polish 
Society for Promoting the Economy [Deutsch-Poinische 
Wirtschaftsfoerderungsgeselischaft] and Brandenburg’s 
Economic Promotion Office. 


Meciar Speaks in Bavaria on European Union 
Entry 


LD2303171395 Bratislava Rozhlasova Stanica 
Slovensko Network in Slovak 1100 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Today's agenda of the Slovak 
delegation in Bavaria is reported on by editor Igor 
Skocek: 


[Skocek] [passage omitted] When receiving the (Polt- 
inger) prize, Slovak Prime Minister Viadimir Meciar 
stressed in his address the significance Slovakia attaches 
to maintaining and developing relations with Bavaria, 
above all in the sphere of presentation of its forcign 
policy, mediating information about Slovakia, and win- 
ning support for implementing our intentions. The 
Slovak prime Minister also spoke about our entry to the 
European Union. He said: 


[Begin Meciar recording] We want to make an applica- 
tion to the European Union by 30 June this year. In this 
connection I should like io stress the readiness for an 
active political dialogue with the members and institu- 
tions of the Curopean Union. It is from this viewpoint 
that we welcomed, as a strong political signal toward 
accepting the states of Central and Eastern Europe. the 
results of the autumn summit of the European Union. 
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On this occasion I should like to praise the effort and 
contribution of the previous presidium of Germany in 
the process of expanding the European Union in the 
states of Central and Eastern Europe. 


Allow me also to deliver several ideas on the coming 
European Union intergovernmental conference in 1996. 
We are convinced that one of the biggest tasks of the 
union is, in the conditions of uniting Europe, to demon- 
strate the viability of the principles on which the Euro- 
pean integration process is based. One of the most 
significant principles of the functioning of the European 
Union is the solidarity that permeates the entire modern 
history of the European integration process. In this 
connection we feel the need to overcome a ceriain 
spiritual Iron Curtain that prevails in the minds of some 
West European experts and politicians toward the area 
of Central and Eastern Europe. The associated countries 
must be understood as subjects, and not objects of 
expanding the European Union. 


The Slovak Republic is ready to contribute and ideolog- 
ically cooperate in forming the kind of Europe that wili 
create conditions for further democratic and free devel- 
opment, as well as prosperity of peoples. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Slovakia’s Meciar Finds Bavarian Support for 
Mochovce 


AU2303184095 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 23 Mar 95 p 20 


[{“dmt"-signed report: “Bavaria Supports Slovakia on 
Nuclear Issue”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Munich—The Slovak 
Republic is absolutely determined to complete the con- 
troversial Mochovce nuclear power station. This was 
announced by Slovak Prime Minister Viadimir Meciar 
after a meeting with Bavarian Economics Minister Otto 
Wiesheu and representatives of German companies in 
Munich. For Slovakia there is no other way io ensure the 
supply of electricity to the population. In addition, the 
Bohunice reactor, which has been classified as dan- 
gerous, cannot be closed down before Mochovce is 
completed, Meciar stressed. 


Wiesheu also spoke in favor of finishing the station. The 
Siemens AG and Bayernwerk AG companies are among 
the major suppliers of technological equipment. In the 
event of an abandonment of the project, Germany might 
suffer a competitive disadvantage: “More nuclear power 
stations are to be renovated. We must  ontinue to be 
present in the market.” [passage »nitted] 


Theo Waigel Not To Run for Chancellorship 
LD2303092695 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 2314 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP-ADN)—In the 
interests of the CSU [Christian Socialist Union] Theo 
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Waigel will not be standing for the chanceliorship. Wai- 
gel, who is German finance minister and chairman of the 
CSU, said this on ZDF [Second German Television] on 
Wednesday [22 March] evening. “The strength of the 
CSU lies in being the salt in the soup. Being different 
occasiona/iy, sometimes opposing and addressing issues 
forcefully,” the CSU leader said. If the party were to put 
up a candidate for chancellor, or the chancellor, “then it 
would have to behave well in the coalition,’ Waigel said. 
Then the CSU's own balance, internal life, and structure 
would suffer, he said. 


Waigel did not name an ideal candidate. The CDU/CSU 
has excellent people and a splendid feleral chancellor, he 
said. “This issue will be discussed between the CDU and 
CSU at the appropriate time, as we have dore since 
1972.” 


Country Considered ‘Aiircctive for Extremist 
Foreigners’ 


AU2303211495 Berlin DIE WELT in German 23 Mar 
95 p2 


{Report by Peter Scherer: “For the PKK, Germany Is 
“War Enemy Number Two™] 


[FBiS Translated Text] Frankfurt/Main—The judgment 
of German security authorities 1s clear: Because of its 
geographical situation and its free social system, the 
Federal Republic is “very attractive for extremist for- 
eigners,” as Eckart Werthebach, president of the Federal 
Office for the Protection of the Constitution, has said. 
Indeed, there is hardly a trouble spot in the world the 
conflicts of wich have no’ had repercessions on the 
respective foreign groups in the Federal Republic. the 
consequence being violence and violations of the law in 
their German host country. From 1991 to the end of 
1993 alone, the authorities noted 149 politically moti- 
vated terrorist and violent acts in which 13 persons were 
killed. 


Approximately 13,000 foreign extremists are responsible 
for the somewhat serious riots; according to information 
obtained by the offices for the protection of the consti- 
tution, they are distinguished by “substantial readiness 
for violence (approximately 25,000) and a high mobili- 
zation capacity.” More than 32,000 persons are mem- 
bers of 60 extremisi associat.ons or associations under 
considerable extremist influence. Sikhs and Tamils, 
numerous Palestinian groups, the Provisional Irish 
Republican Army (PIRA), and, not least, the banned 
Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK) act in, and from, 
Germany. 


The PKK, a Marxist-Leninist cadre party that has been 
held responsible by authorities for the recent wave of 
attacks on Turkish facilities, is still considered the “most 
active and most militant association of extremist Kurds” 
with a continuously growing readiness for violence. The 
well organized PKK, which operates in a c~nspiratorial 
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way and—according to the latest data—has 7,500 mem- 
bers, is seeking to establish an independent, communist 
Kurdish nation state under its sole leadership. To the 
PKK, which has more than 40,000 sympathizers here, 
Germany is “war enemy number two.” 


The Federal Prosecutor’s Office holds the militant Kur- 
dish organization, which has its strongest Western Euro- 
pean base in our country, responsible for the most 
serious crimes, for murder and attempted murder, arson 
attacks, serious bodily injury, and deprivation of liberty. 
Irrespective of the meeting ban imposed on the PKK on 
26 November 1993, the party's illegal activities are 
continuing undiminished. 


For propaganda and agitation, the PKK makes use of 
numerous publications, including the newspapers 
BERXWEDAN (resistance), KURDISTAN REPORT, 
REWSEN (holiness), RONAHI (light), and SERXW- 
ERBUN (independence). 


In addition, the Turkish revolutionary Marxist groups— 
Devrimci Sol (revolutionary left-wing) and the Turkish 
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Communist Party/Marxist-Leninist (TKP/ML), which 
also carries out attacks on Turkish facilities in the 
Federal Republic—also operate on German soil. The 
Federation of Islamic Associations and Communities 
(ICCB), which can mobilize 8,000 followers in Germany, 
seeks to install uncompromising world supremacy of 
islam. Its enemy images are democracy, laicism, and 
political party systems. 


According to the Federal Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution, the strongest extremist Turkish organiza- 
tion in Europe is the Association of the New Outlook on 
the World in Europe (AMG7), which allegedly has more 
than 400 branch offices and 30,000 members. The 
Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution says 
the AMGT is “financially very strong.” Among other 
things, it has the task to acquire real estate in Germany 
and use it to force the setting up of its bases (including 
500 mosques). There are currently a total of 14 extremist 
Islamic groups. Owing to their membership, the Turkish 
Organizations are the most significant of them. 
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Government Suspects U.S. of ‘Disinformation 
Operation’ 


BR2403120495 Paris LIBERATION in French 24 Mar 95 
ps 


[Report by Dominique Garraud: “French Government 
Officially Denies Delivering Missiles to Iran”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] The French 
Interior Ministry has requested the start of legal proceed- 
ings “for the propagation of false reporting,” considering 
that “the allegations leveled by L'EXPRESS represent a 
particularly serious case of disinformaiion damaging 
France's national interests.” Prefect Jean-Charles Mar- 
chiani and the Algerian Government have both filed for 
“defamation.” 


It Was Rocard’s Decision 


The prime minisier’s department which is responsible 
for arms exports via the interministerial committee for 
the export of weapons of war also categorically denied 
the accusations. A press release from the prime minis- 
ter’s office stated: “No authorization to export missiles 
to Algeria or Iran has been granted.”’ It continued: “The 
information published by L’EXPRESS is completely 
unfounded. On 11 October 1994, applying a prime 
ministerial decision of 20 December 1990 (when Michel 
Rocard was premier- -LIBERATION editor's note) arms 
were exported from Chatcauroux military airport to 
Cyprus. This delivery involved six MM40 Exocet mis- 
siles to the Cypriot Defense Ministry.” A little later, 
during a European meeting on the arms industry, 
Defense Minister Francois Leotard went into details 
over the conditions of this delivery. According to him 
“the Air Algeria C130 Hercules chartered by the French 
transit company EAS” was carrying equipment that had 
been “clearly identified” and which was “accompanied 
by a technical expert” from Aerospatiale. “After the 
delivery was made the aircraft took off empty and flew to 
Doha in Qatar” to collect Qatar's Exocet missiles “which 
were due to return to the factory for routine maintenance 
operations.” 


United States’ Response 


The Cypriot Government confirmed that all its defense 
purchases had been “destined for the defense of our 
island, the northern part of which is occupied by 35,000 
Turkish soldiers. The six ground-to- air missiles that 
arrived on 11 October will form part of the military 
parade on Saturday [25 March]” next week, as part of the 
Greek national holiday celebrations. However, 
according to our sources, the Cypriots have more than 
just six Exocets which they deploy in permanent coastal 
defense batteries. The contract was for a total of 24 
missiles, and the six delivered in October were not the 
first. 


The Iranian Embassy in Paris also denied the allegations 
on Thursday evening [23 March], saying: “The allega- 
tions made by L'EXPRESS are completely unfounded, 
including those concerning the alleged arms delivery.” 


FRANCE il 


In Mr. Pasqua’s circle of advisers and in Foreign Min- 
ister Alain Juppe’s entourage they suspect that the 
United States had a hand in this “disinformation” 
operation. They believe this to be a response to Febru- 
ary’s disclosure of CIA spying activities in France. If so 
then the timing was spot on since one of the most 
important arms fairs is currently being held in Abu 
Dhabi. Americans and French are fighting tooth and nail 
to win contracts from the Gulf monarchies. France 
yesterday signed a 1.25 billion franc contract for the 
delivery of 12 helicopters to the United Arab Emirates. 
Defense sources yesterday feared that the reports pub- 
lished in L’EXPRESS could harm the chances of other 
contracts being concluded. [passage omitted] 


Talks on Turkish Actions Against Kurds Reassure 
Juppe 

LD240310019% Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0700 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The European Union is con- 
cerned by the Turkish Army's offensive against the 
separatist Kurds in northern Iraq. The French, Spanish, 
and German foreign ministers went yesterday to Ankara 
to seek explanations from the Turkish Government. 
Alain Juppe, whe chairs the council of ministers of the 
EU, was apparently reassured after talks with Turkish 
officials: 


[Begin Juppe recording] Turkey is obviously just*fied in 
seeking to guarantee its security in fighting the terrorists’ 
strongholds, which are in a zone that is not subject to any 
state authority. We are concerned by the size and 
absence of limits in this operation, which goes beyond 
the mere exercise of the right of hot pursuit. 


We are also concerned by the damages that affect the 
civilian population. There is no military solution; there 
are only political solutions. We have said so and we have 
taken note of the indications given to us on the willing- 
ness to end this operation as soon as possible. 


Turkey has chosen the path of informing its partners, 
and I think this is positive. [end recording] 


Article Reports France-lran Arms Deal 


BR2303114695 Paris L'EXPRESS in French 23-29 Mar 
95 pp 48-49 


[Article by Jean-Marc Gonin and Jean Lesicur: “Iran: 
The Pasqua Connection”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] In the fall of 1994, shortly before 
the trial of Shahpur Bakhtiar’s murderers opened, the 
interior minister was scared. He feared the Mullahs’ 
anger. His friend Jean-Charles Marchiani was respon- 
sible for taming them. How? By bartering peace for 
weapons, with the complicity of the Algerian authorities. 
Here is the story of an obscure affair. 


This explosive affair was confirmed at the highest level 
of the Quai d’Orsay [Foreign Ministry] and of the DGSE 
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[Directorate General for External Security], the French 
foreign intelligence services. Breaching several interna- 
tional agreements and all the commitments made in 
official speeches, Paris recently delivered weapons to 
Tehran, probably air-to-ground missiles. The Interior 
Ministry made the deal last fall. 


Charles Pasqua’s objective was to secure the benevolence 
of the Iranians shortly before the opening of the trial of 
three individuals involved in the assassination of Bakh- 
tiar, the Shah’s former prime minister, in Suresnes in 
1991. The trial, as will be remembered, was a highly 
risky one. Terrorists had already bathed Paris in blood in 
1986 to obtain the release of Anis Naccache, the initiator 
of a first attack against Bakhtiar. Charles Pasqua was 
already interior minister in September of that year. It is 
probably because he wanted to avoid another such 
dreadful and tragic event that the head of the Interior 
Ministry gave a free hand to his odd- job man, Prefect 
Jean-Charles Marchiani. 


The trial of Bakhtiar’s murderers opened before the 
special Court of Assizes of Paris, a jurisdiction made up 
of three professional magistrates, on 2 November 1994. 
Three weeks before, on 1! October, an Air Algerie 
aircraft landed at the Chateauroux-Deols airport, a 
former U.S. NATO base. On that day, a dubious affair 
was initiated, which was doomed to become a national 
scandal, a kind of French Irangate. The plane was a 
civilian wide-body aircraft. Where did it come from? 
From Boufarik, a military airfield situated 30 km from 
Algiers. Where did it fly to after its heavy cargo was 
unloaded? Back to Boufarik. At least according to the 
flight log book which was duly registered with the airport 
authorities. 


But once the aircraft had taken off, the pilot changed the 
destination to an island in the Mediterranean Sea, 
according to the few individuals who know the details of 
the journey. The island was Cyprus where the crew of 
another aircraft, an Iranian one, was waiting. It was in 
Nicosia that the last phase of the operation plotted by 
Paris, Algiers, and Tehran started. The weapons were 
unloaded from one hold only to be reloaded in another. 
They would add to the arms stockpiles of the Islamic 
Republic of iran which most of the international com- 
munity considers an “outlaw.” 


Old Acquaintances 


“Mission accomplished,” the Interior Ministry must 
have said. To make it possible, Prefect Jean-Charles 
Marchiani met the Mullahs in Iran on several occasions. 
He knows the places and the people he met there very 
well, like other locations in the Middle East. It 1s he who 
actually negotiated the release of the French hostages 
held by the pro-Iranian Hizballah in Lebanon in 1988. In 
return, Anic Naccache was pardoned and released in 
1990. 


Among his old acquaintances are two key men of the 
[Iranian] regime: Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati 
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and ‘Ali Faltahyan, the head of the secret services. Right 
from the start, Pasqua’s envoy explained to them that 
justice cannot be manipulated in France. Scarcely one 
year after France refused to deport the murderers of an 
Iranian opponent to Switzerland and the subsequent 
extradition of the latter to Tehran, stretching the judicial 
procedures once again would bring down the wrath of 
public opinion. 


The Iranian officials understood that language. Still, they 
wanted to get the most of the French fears of possible 
terrorist retaliations. Their benevolence would have to 
be bartered for weapons. Since the end of the war against 
Iraq, Iran has been busy reinforcing its Air Force. It has 
been getting its supplies in priority from the former 
Soviet republics, China, and North Korea. Since the 
opportunity arose, France, in this particular instance, 
added up to the list of suppliers. 


To meet this request, Paris could not act overtly. It had 
to mount a diversion. Algeria was to serve as cover-up. 
Thanks to their solid support for the junta in power, 
Pasqua and Marchiani had some high-level friends 
among the Algerian Government. They approached one 
of them, General Mohamed Betchine, former chief of 
intelligence and currently President Zeroual’s adviser. 
He is well versed in obscure transactions. The Paris 
envoy concludes the deal with him. In exchange for a 
commission, Betchine agreed to send an aircraft to 
Chateauroux, and the French exporter would put Algeria 
as final destination on the bill of lading. 


The deal, which ran smoothly and was shrouded in 
utmost secrecy, should never have leaked. However, a 
few weeks ago rumors started circulating in Paris. An 
non- or ill-paid go-between complained to a French 
official. The Foreign Ministry and the DGSE were 
flabbergasted. After nearly two weeks, they succeeded in 
finding out the facts. One mystery remains, however. In 
France, all exports of military equipment require the 
delivery of an “end-user certificate” approved by Mati- 
gnon. So would the prime minister's office have given 
the go-ahead in good faith? Could it have been unaware 
of the fact that the Algerian Air Force does not have any 
air-to-ground missiles in its arsenal? 


‘Very Serious’ 


The Interior Minister is remaining silent. After 
numerous phone calls and fax messages over the past few 
days, Pasqua’s office finally let us know that “the min- 
ister does not want to answer your questions.” 


The irony of this story is that this exercise in diplomatic 
and political trick-riding was, in the light of the Assizes 
Court's verdict, virtually unnecessary. Admittedly, one 
of the three accused persons received a life sentence and 
the other 10 years imprisonment, but these were persons 
whose fate Tehran did not bother about. However. all 
attention was focused on the third one, Zeynal Abedine 
Sarhadi, an official of the Iranian Foreign Ministry 
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posted in Bern [Switzerland]. He was arrested in Swit- 
zerland and extradited to France in March 1992. The 
Iranian press immediately launched a campaign against 
the Swiss Government and requested sanctions against 
France. When he was acquitted through lack of evidence, 
the sarne papers outdid each other in laucing the French 
judiciary system, and with good reason: The one and 
only accused who could have established a direct link 
between the murderers and the [Iranian] regime could 
escape unscathed. 


High-level circles call the arms deal “very serious.” So 
far, except for the above-mentioned discreet checks, no 
official inquiry has been launched. In the field of foreign 
relations, the “Pasqua Connection” will cause tensions 
with our Western allies. France, which was often accused 
of having dual standards in its Middle Eastern policy, 
risks ending up in the dock. At the very moment when 
the defense minister is signing a security accord with the 
United Arab Emirates—juicy ready-to-use arms con- 
tracts—which identifies Iran as the potential enemy. 


Balladur, Pasqua Offices Deny Story 
LD2303140195 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1200 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The magazine L’EXPRESS 
publishes an article today claiming that last year the 
French Government secretly delivered weapons to 
Tehran, in order to secure Iran's neutrality during the 
trial of the killers of Shahpour Bakhtiar, the Shah's last 
prime minister. It was Interior Minister Charles Pasqua 
who, L'EXPRESS says, was responsible for the affair and 
for getting them there. The information was officially 
denied late this morning by the prime minister's office, 
which says it gave no authorization for this kind of thing, 
and by the Ministry of the Interior. Herve Brusini: 


[Brusini] [passage omitted] Three weeks before the trial, 
a plane allegedly took off from Boufarik in Algeria for 
Chateauroux airport. There L’EXPRESS alleges that it 
took on cargo, probably air-to-ground missiles. Instead 
of returning to Boufarik as its flight plan said, it appar- 
ently went to Cyprus. The cargo was then transferred to 
another plane, this one bound for Tehran. All of this was 
done with the complicity of very highly placed Algerian 
military authorities. False, replies the minister of the 
interior: 


[Begin Pasqua recording] I shall use the necessary legal 
measures to put an end to this sort of campaign. [end 
recording] 


There has been a twofold categorical denial. One from 
the Ministry of the Interior, the other from the office of 
the prime minister. No export authorization was given in 
1993, 1994, or 1995 for Iran or Algeria. On the other 
hand, on 11 October 1994, six (7Mer-40) missiles were 
indeed delivered, but to Cyprus with a strict embargo on 
re-exporting them. 


FRANCE 13 


Charles Pasqua is talking about a smear campaign. 
L’EXPRESS meanwhile is sticking to its story. This is a 
new scandal in an electoral campaign that is abounding 
in sudden dramatic turns. 


Leotard Says Missiles in Cyprus 
LD2303194795 Paris LCI Television in French 1700 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Both Matignon [prime min- 
ister’s office] and the Interior Ministry issued denials 
this morning over the revelations made by L'EXPRESS 
magazine of an alleged French arms sale to Iran. [passage 
omitted] As for the Cypriot and Algerian Governments, 
they have also issued denials of having acted as interme- 
diaries for a French arms delivery to Iran. Now, iet us 
listen to the first reaction from Defense Minister Fran- 
cois Leotard, who gave a news conference a short time 


ago. 


[Begin recording] [Leotard] The equipment that was 
shipped has been clearly identified. All the stages in the 
operation—the export of coastal defense equipment to 
Cyprus on the first flight, the reimport of Qatari equip- 
ment on the return flight to France—had obtained all the 
necessary government authorizations: The weaponry 
export licence and the weaponry import licence. It has 
been established, as the French technical experts who 
took part in the operation can testify, as can the air crew 
supervisor of the EAS [Europe Aero Services] company, 
that the plane did not in any way deviate from the 
itinerary that I have just described. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Is it possible that this 
equipment is no longer in Cyprus? That the Cypriots 
have... 


{[Leotard, interrupting] You will no doubt see it on 
parade next Saturday in the streets of Cyprus, this very 
equipment that is rumored to have been delivered to 
Iran. | would ask you to go and have a look in Cyprus 
next Saturday. [end recording] 


{Announcer Ruth Elkrief] Vincent Hervouet, does that 
mean that this affair has been punctured? 


[Studio analyst Vincent Hervouet] In fact, next Saturday 
is the Cypriot national day. We do know that on 11 
October last year, France delivered half a dozen Exocet 
missiles to Cyprus, and a transport plane did indeed 
undertake this delivery, starting at the air base at Cha- 
teauroux. All of that was in yesterday's LEXPRESS, but 
the rest of the article seems somewhat false. It was not 
Charles Pasqua who negotiated the deal, but rather the 
Rocard government, in 1990. The plane did land in 
Cyprus, but in Larnaca, on the Greek side, and not in 
Nicosia, on the Turkish side of the border. Cyprus was 
not just a stopover, but was in fact the final destination 
of the weaponry. 


Paris has been equipping the small Cypriot Army for 
years—with armored cars, ammunition, missiles, etc. 
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Algeria did not act as a cover for this operation, but 
merely as the transporter, having won 2 contract by 
tendering for it. Finally, and most importantly, France 
did not violate the embargo on arms sales to Iran—in 
any case, not on |! October, and not with missiles. The 
question, then, is: Who misled L’EXPRESS, and why? 
Charles Pasjua has condemned what he calls a disinfor- 
mation operation—the sort of thing that is right up his 
alley—while the arms industry goes even further, sus- 
pecting the underhanded maneuvers of their American 
rivals. There are Balladur supporters who are quite 
prepared to blame Chirac backers, and there are even 
Turkish Cypriots who point the finger at Greek Cypriots. 
What we do not yet know ts the explanation that L’EX- 
PRESS may eventually provide. 


{Elkrief] Thank you, Vincent. 


Balladur Interviewed on Arms 


LD2403064595 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1950 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{Interview with French Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur by Bruno Masure and Jacques Attali at the France- 
2 Television studio in Paris on the “La France en 
Direct” program—live] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Bruno Masure] Good 
evening and thank you for being with us on this eighth 
program of La France en Direct. This evening's guest is 
Edouard Balladur. Good evening. 


{Balladur] Good evening. 


{[Masure] [passage omitted] We start with two questions 
that are making the headlines. The first is what has been 
called the Irangate. According to L'EXPRESS, the 
French authorities are reported to have sold weapons to 
Iran through Cyprus—six or even 24 missiles—in order 
to sooth the Tehran regime before the trial of the alleged 
assassins of Shahpour Bakhtiar. Is this a press fabrica- 
tion? 


[Balladur] It is totally false. In 1990—three years before 
I became prime minister—a permit to sell missiles to 
Cyprus, but forbidding their re-export, was granted by 
one of my predecessors. This authorization was carried 
out. No other permit was issued, whether for Algeria or 
for Iran, not in 1993—when I became prime minister— 
nor in 1994, nor in 1995. So it is utterly false. | would 
like to believe that the journalist's good faith was 
ambushed. 


{[Masure] Charles Pasqua has mentioned disinformation; 
Nicolas Sarkozy has spoken of dirty tricks. Who stands 
to gain from this crime, so to speak? 


[Balladur] Listen, I have not the faintest idea. What 
counts for me is that we have a perfectly clear policy, 
based on firm principles that will not change. [passage 
omitted] 
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[Masure] Now, Mr. Balladur, it is time to answer Jacques 
Attali’s questions. [passage omitted presenting Attal1] 
Before that I would like to ask you a question concerning 
foreign policy. Today's L’EXPRESS published a rather 
sarcastic cartoon by the cartoonist Plantu. You are 
pictured as pretending you are not interested in Fidel 
Castro’s visit to Paris. At the same time, the cartoon 
recalls that you have signed contracts with China. Is this 
not a case of double standards? Do not China and Cuba 
have the same kind of dictatorship? 


[Balladur] It is not exactly the same thing. Cuba is much 
closer to us culturally and through its civilization. It is 
not exactly the same thing. 


[Attali] Prime Minister, the next president will have to 
make strategic decisions very quickly. These choices will 
influence the country for the next 50 years. [passage 
omitted advising that he has | 2 questions on defense and 
foreign policy] Question one: What is the future of the 
force de frappe [France's nuclear force]. We have our 
submarines, and they will remain. We have 18 missiles 
on the Plateau d’Albion. In time, those missiles will be 
too old. The decision has not been made yet on whether 
to replace them by planes, ground-based missiles. or 
mobile missiles. Have you reached a decision yourself? 


[Balladur] No. Technical studies on the issue are not 
finished. If I have to take mhat decision, I will make it 
with maximum efficacy in mind. 


{Attali] This matter has been discussed for 10 years, 
since 1986. The program-law opted for missiles on the 
Plateau d’Albion. Have you decided to review that law? 


{Balladur] No. Excuse me, the missiles must remain on 
the Plateau d’Albion for only some years [the law says], 
not for the next 20-30 years. It is not the same thing; it is 
not the same thing. 


{Attali] So you will say what you think on this issue 
before the presidential election” 


{Balladur}] Yes, but not because I am cautious. Besides, it 
is not even a political issue; it is just a technical problem 
concerning military efficacy. The armed forces have not 
completed their study on this issue. 


{[Attali] The second question concerns another issuc on 
which you have not said what you think: nuclear tests. By 
the way, you clearly said you would not express your 
opinion. You said that you would leave the experts to 
consider the matter further. 


[Balladur] Sorry, I did not say that; this was another 
candidate. You are mixing people up. 


[Attali] All right. So what did you say? 
{Balladur] | said what I had done. 


[Attali] No, I mean what about the future? Let me ask 
you the whole question. If you decide to resume nuclear 
tests—an option you would have—the consequence 
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would be that it would not be possible to start negotia- 
tions on the Nonproliferation Treaty, which should 
begin at the same time as the French presidential elec- 
tions. Are you ready to run such a risk? 


[Balladur] My answer is: I was the first prime minister to 
set aside quite remarkable amounts of money for the 
simulation studies, something no other prime minister 
had done before. You know better than I that this money 
for simulations will allow us to do without nuclear tests 
sooner or later. No more nuclear tests. Now, the problem 
is to decide what to do in the meantime. This depends 
first of all on what our partners do. One of them, China, 
has resumed tests, as you know, while the others have 
not done that yet. 


[Attali] So, no answer on this issue either before the 
presidential elections? 


{Balladur]} No. 


{Attali] Question three. Mr. Chirac said, in practical 
terms, he was in favor of a professional army. What is 
your stance? 


[Balladur] I am not in favor. 


{Attali] Are you saying that this is a crucial question 
upon which there is a real difference of opinion between 
you and Mr. Chirac? 


{Balladur] I am not in favor. I made parliament pass a 
law on military planning for the next 10 years. Everyone 
knows that under 10 months, the duration of military 
service, we would have a professional army. Everyone 
knows that it would cost much more. Everyone also 
knows that this would also bring into question a certain 
republican idea of military service. So, for the time 
being, I am not in favor. 


{Attali] Another question: nuclear proliferation. There 
are 1,300 tonnes of plutonium on Earth now. It is used 
primarily only to produce weapons, whereas it was 
thought in the beginning that it could be used to produce 
energy. Are you ready to accept the proposal made by 
many countries to stop producing military plutonium 
and to put our plutonium under international control, 
except for that which is already in our weapons? 


[Balladur] Yes. 


[Attali] Very well. Next question. [passage omitted on 
France in the forefront of countries boycotting racist 
South Africa 2nd on many countries’ discrimination 
against women today] Would you be in favor of boy- 
cotting countries that have a policy of sexual apartheid? 


[Balladur] Could you give me the names of some of these 
countries? 


[Attali] It is very easy to do that. What is taking place in 
Algeria today shows that the Algerians are putting up 
some resistance, whereas in some other countries, like 
Iran and others... 


FRANCE 15 


[Balladur, interrupting] Yes, others. Which ones? 
{Attali] Let us stick to these. 


[Balladur] Yes, sure. But you could mention the others. 
Why don’t you. 


[Attali] My question is about these two and about the 
principle. 
[Balladur] No, no, no. 


[Attali] Please allow me, I am the one who asks the 
questions here. 


[Balladur] No, no, it is too easy like this. As you know, 
there are many other countries. So what are you sug- 
gesting exactly? That we suspend our relations with all of 
the countries that do not share our views exactly on 
human rights? Ideologically, I share your opinion, but 
you are too smart not to know the complete list of 
countries that do not respect basic human rights. 


[Attali] You mean that when there is only one country, 
like South Africa, one can do it, otherwise... 


{Balladur, interrupting] No, I am sorry. In that instance 
we had an extreme case, which had to be condemned. We 
did that; we did it well, and I was happy about it. In the 
case of other countries, it is true that we have to consider 
our relations with them in the light of our principles, but 
on the other hand we also have to live in this world. we 
have to live in this world. 


[Attali] The next question is on a similar issue. France is 
very influential in Africa. Do you think our aid should be 
given only on condition that democracy progresses and 
that we should not help countries that are making no 
progress toward democracy? I refer to Zaire, in partic- 
ular. 


{Balladur] First, Zaire is changing in a way, as you know. 
Its political regime, which by the way is quite unstable, 
has allowed these changes to occur. As far as I am 
concerned, I think that France, which has duties in 
Africa, because of history and tradition and because of a 
sort of attraction it feels it has and which African 
countries themselves think it has, must be demanding on 
matters concerning respect for political principles and 
respect for human rights and democracy. This is what it 
was done under my government, by the way. This also 
happened before, and France will still do this if | become 
president. 


[Attali] [passage omitted recalling that Balladur strongly 
supports the Maastricht Treaty] If the Maastricht Treaty 
comes into force, it will be necessary to take a step 
further. The governor of the German Bundesbank has 
proposed that in order to enforce the Maastricht Treaty, 
it is necessary to set up a joint French-German political 
body or a similar body including all of the treaty’s 
member countries. This body should decide on a reduc- 
tion of state expenditure when this becomes necessary. 
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Are you ready to accept such a transfer of powers for the 
future of European integration? 


[Balladur] No, not automatically and immediately. I 
would like to recall that the treaty says that apart from 
the central bank there should be a council of finance 
ministers. This council, theoretically, should have that 
precise function. It would, however, have no authorita- 
tive powers as far as | have understood the treaty. It is 
not very clear and precise on this issue. 


[Attali] Germany says that this second ster is a necessary 
condition for the implementation of the Maastricht 
Treaty. 


[Balladur] I do not think that they will do that. [passage 
omitted] 


Editorial Regrets Lack of Coordination Over B-H 


BR2303141195 Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Mar 95 
p 16 


[Editorial: “Bosnia, Again™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bosnia is gradually moving 
closer to war, and this comes as no surprise. Violations of 
the truce in force since January happen every day. This 
time, it is the Bosnian Army, launching selective attacks 
as preliminaries to its major “spring offensive.” 


Renewed war has been inevitable since the very moment 
Serb forces and the Bosnian Army concluded a cease-fire 
agreement. Arms were to remain silent for four months 
only. The Sarajevo government warned that it would not 
allow this phoney peace to last any longer, as it freezes 
the front lines and sanctions Serb territorial conquests. 
The Bosnian authorities gave the international commu- 
nity four months to convince Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic he should agree to a settlement they themselves 
thought inequitable but had nevertheless chosen to 
accept. They were also playing for time, aware that their 
army, their capital—under Serb siege since March 
1992—and the rest of the country were in no shape to 
withstand another winter of war. Each camp has taken 
advantage of the truce to reconstitute arms and ammu- 
nition stockpiles and restore combat order among its 
troops. 


Meanwhile, diplomats failed to achieve anything. To 
even stand a small chance of success, attempts—mostly 
French—to bring about a political settlement needed at 
the very least perfect cohesion between the major powers 
making up the “Contact Group™ on the former Yugo- 
slavia. And both Moscow and Washington, while offi- 
cially backing the efforts of France and its European 
partners, continued to play a double game. The Russians 
went to Belgrade to encourage Slobodan Milosevic to 
demand from the international community what it will 
not agree to: lifting the economic sanctions against his 
country as a prerequisite to a more cooperative attitude 
on his part. As for the U.S. Administration, it hardly 
sought to conceal the fact that it was helping the Bosnian 
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prepare a new war, and it has yet to take a stand about 
two conflicting approaches—that of Europe, which has 
beer trying to avoid renewed fighting, and that of 
Republican congressmen, who glibly advocate an armed 
settlement of the conflict. 


Today, [Foreign Minister] Alain Juppe and his German 
counterpart Klaus Kinkel are once again tirelessly 
striving to put the picces of the “Contact Group” 
together again, by motivating anew the Russians, the 
Americans, and the United Nations, in the hope of 
avoiding a return to “that point.” That is, the point 
where the Blue Helmets would have to withdraw, where 
Bosnian leaders would realize—but too late—that their 
people is at the end of the rope and that the U.S. support 
they have been counting on will not help them win the 
war. 


Comments on Presidential Candidacies Reported 
9SP2O06S9A 


[FBIS Media Note] 


Chirac’s ‘Change’ 

After the rise in Chirac’s popuiarity at the expense of 
Baliadur’s, the question of whether Chirac has 
“changed” was examined in commentary by Herve 
Algalarrondo in the 2-8 March Paris weekly LE 
NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR. While opinions vary, most 
of the candidate’s aides agree that Chirac has “freed 
himself from the conservatives in his Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) party,” and “found his own identity 
when some of his closest friends abandoned him.” This 
iS Not quite correct, Algalarrondo contended. “The 1995 
Chirac is, above all, a ‘de-Balladurized’ Chirac,” he 
wrote, a fact seemingly forgotten in “the heat of the war” 
between two friends of 30-year standing. For years, 
Chirac usually deferred to the prime minister. Their 
1993 break, which stemmed from what Balladur consid- 
ered Chirac’s lukewarm support for the government's 
monetary policy, showed how narrow Chirac’s margin of 
maneuver was vis-a-vis Balladur. Without Balladur, 
Chirac had to “rebuild himself.” 


In the view of noted intellectual Alain Touraine, inter- 
viewed by Robert Schneider in the 2-8 March LE 
NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR, Chirac has not changed. 
The Paris mayor embodies “a mixture of the most 
conservative elements, a popular and populist heritage 
devoid of significant content.” However, since Balladur 
has failed to make the transition from prime minister to 
candidate, and Socialist Party (PS) candidate Lionel 
Jospin is still lagging, Chirac is alone in the limelight. 
Apparently not impressed by Chirac’s new attempt to 
appeal to voters on the left, Touraine said that the 
novelty was not Chirac’s “metamorphosis,” but Balla- 
dur’s “disappearance,” an unexpected phenomenon for 
a popular prime minister who is now an “absent” 
candidate. Balladur as prime minister inspired trust, but 
candidate Balladur causes concern because the electorate 
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sees behind him the “hard” shadow of Minister of 
Interior Charles Pasqua. Chirac’s “new discourse” may 
fail to convince, but a vote f - Salladur means voting for 
Pasqua, which causes the electorate to “shudder.” 
according to Touraine. 


Chirac’S Advantage Over Bailadur 


“Chirac supporters are crossing their fingers and 
swearing nothing is decided yet,” wrote Gilles Bresson in 
the 10 March Pars daily LIBERATION, commenting 
that this is done tw ‘avert the evil eye” rather than out of 
conviction, after Balladur’s decline in the polls and 
Chirac’s rise. Having “thundered” against the polls that 
gave Balladur the advantage, it would be inappropriate 
for them to exult now. Chirac supporters are awaiting the 
next wave of polls that should indicate whether Chirac 
has managed to capture the rightist vote for himself. 
Chirac’s supporters believe that his rise in the polls is 
due to the prime mimrster’s “disastrous” campaign. 
Bresson cited a former Chirac aide as saying that Balla- 
dur, who wanted to appear “different and above par- 
ties,” opied for a “totally institutional campaign” sup- 
ported ty almost all Union for French 
(UDF) olficials, plus Pasqua, without transforming him- 
self into “a real candidate.” In contrast, Chirac was able 
to assume the candidate's role by meeting often with 
representatives of associations and professions. 


Balladur’ s Fate 


it would be too soon to sound the death knell for 
Balladur, wrote Eric Dupin in the 13 March LIBERA- 
TION. What is certain. however, is that Chirac has 
overtaken Balladur. “oing the results of surveys con- 
ducted by major polling organizations, Dupin said the 
gap separating the two rightist candidates is from 4 to 9 
percent in Chirac’s favor. Despite his recent image 
change, the Paris mayor “is still not the president the 
French are dreaming of.” Chirac may yet commit a 
faux-pas, and his foreign and military policies may not 
correspond to the eclectorate’s wishes. On the other hand, 
his advantage is strengthened by the fact that polls show 
his electorate as more certain of its voting intentions 
than Baliadur’s. Moreover, Chirac now dominates in the 
traditionally conservative social categories, supplanted 
by Balladur only among voters over 65. 


Polls Decried 


In his weekly commentary in the 2-8 March LE 
NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR, Jacques Julliard decried 
the importance given to polls. Calling “wrong” the 
statement that Balladur’s popularity has declined,“ 
Julliard noted that the "polls that predicted an easy win 
for Balladur a year, six months, or three months ago were 
not really polls, but only “simple fair lotteries, a product 
of the media's impatience and the politicians’ credulity.“ 
A presidential election poll is merely a “hoax™ detracting 
from this useful tool when “there is still no election, no 
candidate, no campaign, no debate.“ Polls in the week 
preceding the election are forbidden, which is “idiotic,” 
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while polls a year ahead are allowed, which 1s “dishon- 
est.“ The main victim of this preoccupation with polls is 
Balladur, now “descending from heights he 
never really climbed,“ Julliard concluded. 


Future ef Aircraft Programs Viewed 


9SESOI149A Paris AIR & COSMOS/AVIATION 
INTERNATIONAL in French 27 Jen 95 pp 35-36 


[Article by Pierre Langereux: “Air Force-Industry Agree- 
ment on the Post-Rafale Period in 2025") 


[Text] The Air Force will buy improved Rafales while 
awaiting the future European fighter aircraft (EFA). it 
might be forced to buy C-130J's if the credits needed for 
the ATF are not forthcoming. 


Appearing as the guest of the Association of Professional 
Aeronautics and Space Journalists {AJPAE). General 
Jean-Philippe Douin, Air Force Chief of Staff (CEMAA), 
revealed that henceforth, as the result of recent talks, 
“there is a good understanding with French manufactur- 
ers.” The latter “have agreed to take a closer look at the 
price of the Future Transport Aircraft (ATF/FLA) in an 
effort to lower it” and “admit that the future fighier 
aircraft (the successor to the Rafale and the EFA) will not 
come out until the year 2025” (instead of 2012)! 


“It was initially somewhat difficult” to reach an agree- 
ment, “but now it is all settled,” he said. “There is no 
more disagreement on the subject” between the firms in 
question—principally Dassault and SNECMA [National 
Company for the Design and Manufacture of Aircraft 
Engines}|—and the Air Force Staff. 


In Douin’s opinion, the situation is now clear: Manufac- 
turers have the right to design a new fighter aircraft 
(ahead of the date set by the French Staff) with German 
and British firms and credits, but without relying on 
French credits.“ This understanding is based on avail- 
able resources (mainly contained in the Military Budget) 
and means that “France cannot afford a new fighter 
aircraft by the year 2012.“ 


Without question, it would be possible to put out “an 
improved Rafale™ for export, but it would certainly not 
be revolutionary. However, given the technological 
progress that ts anticipated, it would be worth the wait to 
produce a new aircraft that would be far more advanced 
and, Douin says, “to do so in 2025.” 


However, he states, “such a feat cannot come about 
sooner, given the fact that this future fighter aircraft 
(necessarily European) will cost some 60 billion francs to 
develop,” “a third more than the current Rafale (40 
billion) and three times the cost of developing the Mirage 
2000. 


As for the future military cargo plane, General Douin 
rules out the purchase of McDonnell Douglas C-17's 
given the fact that “the unit price of the American 
aircraft is now 2.5 billion francs.” This is the equivalent 
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of eight Rafales or four or five ATF's. “Even a “mimi 
C-17" like the one proposed by Bernard Dufour 
(SNECMA board chairman) would cost 1.5 billion 
francs,” the Air Force Chief of Staff estimates. 


Purchasing a Russian aircraft or the new Ukraiman An-70 ts 
also out of the question. The Air Force Chief does not “want 
to put the Russians (or Ukrainians) to work when the 
French and Europeans are counting on the FLA.” 


Whatever the case. he says. “the An-70 is too big for Freach 
needs.” In contrast. the FLA presents the advantage of a 
volume adapted to rts useful cargo load. “The ATF ts like 
the Twingo.” he says. “That aircraft was designed based on 
loads to be transported and taking all existing materiel of the 
French, British and German Armed Forces into account ” 


Advantage of the Propeller-Driven Transport Plane 


Nevertheless, the Arr “orce Chief of Staff and SNECMA 
disagree on what type of engine the ATF would haw 
because they are not talking about the same aircraft. 
SNECMA recommends a more strategic twin-engine jet, 
while the Air Force mainly docs tactical transport and 
views the (fast) turboprop as more suitable. “We will 
always have civilian aircraft to transport troops and 
materiel over long distances, but not for routine missions 
in hazardous spots,” Doun explains. 


In his opimion. the propeller-driven aircraft offers a dozen 
advantages. such as the ability to land on slopes (three 
times) steeper in order to avoid ground fire (from guns or 
missiles). Their engines are cooled by propellers, meaning 
that the heat radiated does not attract ground-to-air-missiles 
(infrared guidance systems). They also offer a slower (by 30 
percent) speed for dropping paratroopers. In addition, a 
propeller-driven plane can take off from the ground more 
easily than a jet aircraft and is casier to maneuver on the 
tarmac. It can even back up on terrain where a jet dare not 
venture because the reverse gear of jets works poorly on 
landing strips, in the mud. and so on. 


However, Douin believes that the decisive argument “ts 
the annual operating cost, which (based on experience 
with civilian cargo planes). is 25 percent lower for a prop 
plane than for a jet. This amounts to a considerable sum 
if one saves a quarter of the fuel burned per year for 
every 100,000 hours of flight time of the French military 
air transport fleet. 


“Yes” to the ATF at 450 Million Francs 


The advantages of the turboprop cargo plane are its quiet 
engines, higher speed (Mach .8 compared with .65), and the 
potential dual use of the jet engine, which can be installed 
on both military and civilian aircraft (such as the A340). 
The new turbojet has a thrust of 50 Kib (23 tons). 


This (twin-engine) military cargo plane could be used to 
transport personnel between two international airports 
not at war, Douin admits. However, he says, “the Air 
Force is usually called upon to make connections 
between two dangerous terrains while being fired upon! 
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Douin warns that “the government will perhars decide 
to save SNECMA rather than miltary air transport” (by 
choosing a twin-engine cargo plane). If such is the case, 
“the Air Force will be forced to buy Amerscan C130J's in 
order to perform its daily missions.” He does not belicve 
the C130) will cost the advertised 200 million francs 
(apiece), but closer to 300 million. 


Consequently, he says, “given ATF performances that 
are $0 percent higher (commercial terms, and so on) than 
those of the C130), I would agree to pay $0 percent more 
for the FLA,” amounting to some 450 million francs. 
However, the cost of the future cargo plane would be 
more like 600 million francs' 


The main problem will be how to finance the purchase of 
the mass-produced Rafales and development of the ATF 
simultancously. “If they do not increase the Air Force's 
budget for the period from the year 2000 to 2006 (by 
which time 40 Transalis will be gone), we will be forced 
to buy C130)'s,” he says. “That will amount to half the 
cost of buying ATF’s: 20 billion vs 40 bi'lon francs.” 


Apaches and Drones 


The Chief of Staff 1s also concerned about equipping his 
planes with new weapons, mainly so as to reduce crew 
losses. Laser-guided weapons (fired from close range, only 
10 kms) are no longer adequate. despite their precision. 
Henceforth, Douin explains, “we want precision and pro- 
tection both. In order to achieve this goal, we must increase 
the firing distance.” This will be the role of the new family 
of missiles (Apaches from MATRA) having a common 
trunk, but developed with aatirunway and antunfrastruc- 
ture versions. Their most ingenious—and most eapensive— 
clement, according to Douin, will be the APTGD: 10 
million francs apiece. The other two versions of the Apache 
will be less expensive, there are plans to buy 300. These 
Apaches will be mounted exclusively on Rafales and Mirage 
2000-D's. 


“Another modern weapon with a fine future is the drone 
(miniplane with no pilot), particularly the drone 
launched from an aircraft and recovered in the air,” he 
says. The idea is to avoid deploying drones in an unsafe 
territory and to use a carrier able to stay in the air for 
over 20 hours while launching, recovering (and refuel- 
ing) drones with a range of action of two to three hours. 
However, the project has not yet been studied by man- 
ufacturers, he notes, but they may take a look at it 
between now ard the year 2000. 


Controlling the Aerosphere 


Douin also believes that France and Europe must take a 
more active interest in anti-tactical ballistic missile 
(ATBM) defense systems. 


He believes that one must proceed by successive phases, 
beginning with preparations to detect missiles fired, follow 
their trayectory so as to be able to destroy them in flight. and 
finally, intercept them in the terminal phase. Terminal 
defense is under study in Europe with the new Aster missiles 
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from Eurosam. Douin emphasizes, however, that “for 
Europe, the Command siill depends entirely on the United 
States and NORAD, in particular.” 


It would be “abnormal for Europe not to have a com- 
mand post able to manage the tridimensional air space 
(the “aerosphere™) at the WEU level,” he says, notng 
that France ts beginning to put ballistic missile detectors 
on its first (military) satellites. However, he believes, 
Europeans must make an equal cffort for zone defense, 
which the Americans are already planning to do for 
Europe by deploying a naval force in the Mediterranean. 
Whatever the case, Douin believes that the Europeans 
are regrouping. In so doing, they are following the 
example of Germany, which now claims to be ready to 
cooperate with France on military satellites, the goal 
being to set up “a European space defense.” 


“It is also an issue of European sovereignty,” General 
Douin emphasizes. 


Air Force Reorganization Discussed 


9SESO149B Paris AIR & COSMOS/AVIATION 
INTERNATIONAL in French 3 Feb 95 p 26 


[Article by Jean de Galard: “In the Name of Air Strategy, 
the Air Force Has Reorganized Its Command Structure] 


{FBIS Translated Text] 7he Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
must be able to propose to the government the solution 
best suited to manage crises. In order to do so, he must 
have the right “module” at the right time. 


Speaking as the guest of honor of the Association of Profes- 
sional Aeronautics and Space Journalists on 24 January, Air 
Force General Jean-Philippe Douin, Air Force Chief of 
Staff, presented a wide-ranging overview of the Air Force's 
present and future. Many of his remarks were reported at 
length in AIR & COSMOS (No. 1403, pp 35-36). However, 
so numerous were the questions raised that they could not 
be dealt with in a single issue. Those left out last week are 
dealt with in the lines that follow. 


Reorganization of the Air Force Command has provided 
fuel for several articles in columns devoted to an outline of 
its nature. The thrust of Douin’s remarks was more of an 
examination of the factors rendering such a reorganization 
necessary. Douin began by explaining that the Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff, on whom the government naturally 
calls when endeavoring to ascertain the best solution for 
solving or managing a crisis—and they have becn numerous 
since the Berlin Wall collapsed—must be able to rely on a 
structure made up of the three elements: land, naval and air, 
comprising France's military strategy. 


Curiously enough, however, despite a 1982 order entrusting 
the Air Force Chief of Staff with the task of coordinating 
operations, in actual fact, the structures of the Air Force 
Staff did not enable the Armed Forces Chief of Staff to be 
immediately informed, through a single channel, about the 
level of operational availability of air power, unless he went 
individually to the generals commanding the Tactical Air 
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Force, Air Defense, Military Air Transport, Air Force 
Transmissions and, naturally. Strategic Air Forces. The 
reorganization brought abort by the institution of a single 
operational command: the Air Defense and Air Operations 
Command in Taveryny, currently under General Vallat, 
gives the latter exclusive and immediate knowledgz of what 
air power France has availabie. He and he alone has an 
overall view of what our nation’s air power is at any given 
point in time. In terms of handling crises. it is he who must 
have the right “module” (strike force. reconnaissance, 
detection, air defense, logistics, laser attack) at the right 
time. The Air Force Staff will henceforth provide him with 
<ae single channel that was previously lacking. 

Douin seems convinced that in the new world geopolit- 
ical situation, the procedure of the singie operational 
command ts the best way to manage crises. He belicves 
that the air forces of other countries will adopt it in turn, 
if they have not done so already. 


When questioned about the “morale” of French soldiers 
serving in the UN Peacekeeping Forces in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, particularly Air Force personnel assigned 
there, Douin said it can only be good when these troops 
have carried out the mission assigned to them perfectly, 
a task rendered difficult because it was contrary to the 
very nature of a soldier. Indeed. their role consisted in 
seeking to confine a military conflict that began 1m the 
former Yugoslavia to the borders of the territory of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in order to prevent the rest of 
Europe from going up in flames. 


This operation of military containment was mainly 
accomplished, Douin adds, by the deterrence and threats 
made in the air space by Air Force pilots and crews, 
while Army officials “dealt with” belligerents on the 
ground. Even though this is no military victory, it 1s all 
the more meritorious. It is now up to the diplomats and 
politicians to complete what was for the most part 
achieved by the military. It is not stated often enough 
that French reconnaissance planes can claim credit for 
60 percent of the photographic intelligence gathered 
during recent crises. The resulting information was 
immediately passed on to the United Nations. 


Shifting his focus to French nuclear forces and their 
future, Douin announced the imminent creation of a 
fourth component in the form of nuclear simulation, 
whose cost is equivalent to that of a weapons system. 


As for the annual rate at which fighter planes are 
manufactured—which has dropped from 33 to 28. then 
to 24, 22, and now 12'—Douin believes it should climb 
back up to 20 by the year 2000. 


[Box, p 26] 

The Euro Air Group (EAG): Armed Branch of the 
WEU 

Concerning the Europeanization of military air actions, 


Douin makes an essential distinction between stratcpic, 
operational and tactical techniques. 
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On the tactical technical level, he says that “all European 
Air Forces now conform to the same standard.” Conse- 
quently, he explains, when different Air Forces are 
engaged in joint missions, the aircraft can communicate 
with one another. take on supplies from each other's 
bases, and develop camera film. even when the planes 
are of different types. Interoperability is not a fact. 


On the levei of intermediate operations, the organization 
of an operation in the third dimension of the theater with 
unified control of the space can only be managed by 
NATO. This is why, in the case of the deployment in 
Bosnia, NATO's 6th ATAF (Allied Tactical Air Force) 
command post was situated “outside the zone.” 


“However,” Douin states, “we are now in the process of 
organizing in order to plan a command post for the air 
theater above a normal theater.” The Chief of Staff says 
“it will go into operation in two or three years,” meaning 
around 1997-1998. 
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On the strategic level and mainly at the prompting of 
France and the United Kingdom, structures like the 
Euro Air Group, based near Lourdes, are beginning to be 
put in place. “Meetings with the Dutch are scheduled for 
March and with other Europeans in June.” Douin says 
this is for the purpose of handling crises (outside the 
Atlantic Alliance and Washington Treaty). Indeed, in the 
case of all-out war, the structures are already in place 
(with the Allied Air Group) within the NATO frame- 
work. 

The idea, Douin explains, “ts to ensure that the EAG 
becomes the armed branch of the WEU.” 

This ts so, he observes, because the long-term goal is for 
the WEU to take over the Atlantic Alliance's power 
vis-a-vis member countries by being an organized struc- 
ture (with the means, command post, and so on). On this 
point, Dou:a is particularly confident that “the notion of 
European identity will develop very quickly” since 
member countries will want to retain their European 
sovereignty independent of the United States. 
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Finance Minister Wants Escudo Separated From 
Peseta 


BR2203133795 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 21 Mar 95 p 3 


{Unattributed report: “Catroga Wants Escudo Without 
Peseta™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Eduardo Catroga maintained in 
Brussels yeste: day that the political stability in Portugal 
“is an essential factor” for the escudo’s stability on the 
international foreign exchange markets. Catroga also 
said that “it is time for the money markets to begin to 
regard the escudo as an individual currency, not as an 
appendage of the peseta.” 

Referring to President of the Republic Mario Soares’ 
decision not to bring the next legislative elections for- 
ward, Cairoga deemed it “a correct measure, since 
completing governments’ terms s always a good sign for 
the international foreign exchange markets.” 

In addition, the finance minister referred to the escudo’s 
performance since the European currencies’ realign- 
ment. “All the EMS [European Monetary System] cur- 
rencies lost value against the German mark—currently 
the most wanted currency on the world markets—bui the 
escudo lost relatrvely less than many European curren- 
cies, despite the adjustment of its central exchange rate 
in the system,” the minister stated. “There was even a 
relative strengthening of the escudo against other curren- 
cies in the system,” such as the Irish, Danish, and French 
currencies, Cairoga added, maintaining that this fact 
“shows that the markets distinguish the Portuguese 
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currency’s situation from that experienced by the 
peseta.” Catroga stated that European Commussion Pres- 
ident Jacques Santer himself acknowledged before the 
ministers that “for the first time the markets did not 
react in the usual way following a realignment of parities 
in the EMS.” The European Union also decided yes- 
terday to meet with the G-7 [Group of Seven] in order to 
discuss the turmoil on the foreign exchange markets, 
which, it believes, goes beyond the Union and is directly 
linked to the dollar's collapse. However, British Minister 
Kenneth Clarke ruled out the hypothess of there again 
being formal agreements such as those which the G-7 
signed in Plaza in 1985 in order to support the dollar. At 
the meeting which took place in Brussels, the main 
concern of the Fifteen’s finance ministers was to calm 
the markets, asserting the need for conceried action at 
the international level. 

The ministers also decided to approve a document 
simplifying the value-added tax regulations, with the 
intention of facilitating the work of the operators who 
buy and sell raw materials without the goods being 
transported immediately. 
Paracommandos Prepare for Former Yugoslavia 
Operation 


LD2303133595 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpts] The Portuguese paracom- 
mandos are preparing for a special mission in former 
Yugoslavia. They will be involved in the withdrawal of 
Blue Helmets from the area of conflict. Preparation is 
intense in Santa Margarida; the mission will take place 
within the framework of NATO. [passage omitted] 
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Gonzalez Intervie <d on Scandals, Canaca 
LD23031542$° “tadrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 0810 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[Studio interview with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez by correspondents Julio Cesar Iglesias, Diego 
Carcedo, and Antonio San Jose in Madrid—iive] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Iglesias] Good morning and 
welcome to “Los Desayunos de Radio |.” Our guest 
today is Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, and we also 
welcome Diego Carcedo and Antonin) San Jose, who has 
the flu. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] | want to ask you how you feel. 


[Gonzalez] | am feeling good with obvious concerns, 
because things that happen are not casy and | want to 
solve the problems, which is the basic duty of a leader. ! 
think that some are being solved, for instance the 
economy. | think we have passed the acute phase of the 
crisis and are now in a new stage. 


[Iglesias] [passage omitied] Is support for Jose Barri- 
onuevo the support of the government. your personal 
support, or both? 


[Gonzalez] | would like to think of it as both. [passage 
omitted] He was called upon to run the Interior Ministry 
at a very difficult time. It was at the start of our 
government. | think that he worked very well and 
extremely hard. It 1s a little odd that 10 years later there 
should be calls that he should be made responsibie, 
should be made to pay now when he is a deputy for what 
happened when he was a minister. | think that although 
we have done so in some cases, to do so is absurd. 


[Correspondent] You have catcgorically denied having 
anything to do with the Antiterrorist Liberation Groups, 
but given all that is emerging 10 or 12 years later, what 
do you think is happening? How can you explain this? 


[Gonzalez] i have already said on earlier occasions that 
there have been violent responses to the violent activity 
of the Basque separatist group Basque Fatherland and 
Liberty. These violent responses have been difficult to 
control although there have been times when there has 
been enough control to stop them. This is what has 
happened. [passage omitted] | firmly believe that a state 
of law has to use the instruments at its disposal. But 
national and international experience shows that when 
there is continued violence against the state's security 
apparatus or against the armed forces, civilians, private 
individuals, etc., there is a high probability that there 
will be an uncontrolled response. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] Many scandals are coming to light in 
this legislature; there is tension. To what do you attribute 
this? Do you think there is something going on behind 
the scenes” 


[Gonzalez] Others have already asked me more or less 
the same quesiion. We have to differentiate. On the one 
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hand, there is a willingness to make public life trans- 
parent and clean. Therefore, there have been discovenes 
and investigations of some alleged corrupt practices or 
crimina) activity, etc. This forms part of something that 
1s being done everywhere, but also in the government. 
There are many of these matters relating to things that 
happened in the past but are coming out now. On the 
other hand, I belheve that there is a clear intention by 
certain sectors to attack the government, thinking that 
we have been in power too long, thinking that carly 
general elections can be held. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] At the moment, we can say that there 
are two ways for early general elections to be held—one 
way 1s politically and the other, appareni.y, is by pres- 
sure from the currency markets. I do not know if you 
agree, but it would seem that in this case popular will is 


relegated. 


[Gonzalez] I do not think we can snake a judgement that 
will allow the currency markets to decide whether or not 
a country should hold elections. That would be too 
much. 


[Correspondent] But this is more or less what is hap- 
pening. 

[Gonzaiez] I do not think so. I do not think this should 
be exaggerated. What is happening in the financial 
markets is not only affecting the peseta but the franc. the 
pound sterling, the lira, the Irish pound, the Danish 
kroner, the Swedish kroner, etc. You can not say that the 
financial markets want to influence political decisions on 
elections in each of these countries. I do not think this is 
the case. Is there somebody in Spain taking advantage of 
this situation to try to provoke a crisis? This can always 
exist but, because I have no evidence—-perhaps there will 
be some in a few months time—I cannot point to anyone 
and say there you are, that is the one who is troubling the 
financial markets. I think that this whole turmoil 1s due 
to largely international reasons—the weakness of the 
dollar against the mark has caused turmoil on all the 
exchange markets. This turbulence has affected the 
peseta as it affected other European currencies, to a 
greater or lesser degree. [passage omitted] 


[Iglesias] Are you worried or frightened about the possi- 
bility that the peseta may leave the European Monctary 
System [EMS], a possibility that has been mooted by 
some political parties, such as the United Left” 


[Gonzalez] It is not a hypothesis we are contemplating. 
Therefore, | am neither frightened nor worried. We are 
not contemplating leaving the EMS. 


[Igiesias} Is the band, the present band, wide enough for 
the peseta to have enough margin? 


[Gonzalez] More than enough. The peseta is behaving. as 
can be seen, with a reasonable degree of stability. |pas- 
sage omitted] 
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[Corresponitent}] The night of 6 June 1993, when we 
knew that the Socialsst Party had won the elections again 
for the fourth time, in your address to the nation you 
more or less said that you understood the message. You 
were referring to the fact that your share of the vote had 
gone down. 


[Gonzalez] There had not exactly deen a drop in the 
number of votes. In fact, there had been an increase in 
votes compared with the previous election but there were 
fewer deputies. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] So what did you mean and, as a result 
of this, how is the government's policy changing? 


[Gonzalez] Basically, what I understood then is that the 
people wanted us to take a firm stand on corruption, to 
set an example, and to do something to push on with 
democracy, come to prips with the economic crisis by 
Carrying out structural reforms necessary to strengthen 
our country. [passage omitted] The government has been 
working on all these frents since the beginning, with laws 
and decisions. The government has been working very 
hard. You can look at any of these fronts and see that a 
lot of work has been done. [passage omitted] 


{iglesias} The other day we had Manuel Pizarro, 
chairman of the Madrid Stock Exchange, as our guest, 
and he was saying that nobody 1s doing anything about 
the Maastricht conditions. We are not fulfilling them 
and that, perhaps, will mean we will be set adrift from 
Europe. What are we not doing? [passage omitted] 


[Gonzalez] I do not take such a pessimistic view. | think 
that there are some problems in nearly all the countries 
in fulfilling the conditions set out in the Maastncht 
Treaty. [passage omitted] We are trying to reduce the 
deficit, which affects interest rates and the inflation rate, 
although indirectly. We are doing this. We now have an 
inflation rate that has not been seen in Spain for about 
25 years. We are reducing the deficit to the Maastricht 
objective year by year. We are trying to control inflation. 
This is not just up to us. There are changes to prices, for 
example, which take place for purely business reasons. 
[passage omitted] Therefore, we are working toward 
these criteria, but not to fulfill the criteria just for the 
sake of it but because they are good criteria, they are 
good for the Spanish economy. We are going to do this. 
[passage omitted] 


[Iglesias] Let's talk about Europe and Spain's presidency. 
Do you have many hopes for those six months and if so, 
why? 


[Gonzalez] It is a responsibility, an obligation. | do not 
say that there are any extraordinary hopes. It is a 
responsibility we have as a country and a responsibility 
we have to carry out properly and seriously. In 1989, 
when we held the presidency, the other countries recog- 
nized that we had carried out the job properly and 
seriously, tackling many issues of importance to Spain 
and the entire community. Now, it is our turn during a 
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period that is of specia' importance, but not because we 
have chosen this but because it is important—the six 
months before the intergoverrnenta! conference to 
modify the Maastricht Treaty—7ad we have to prepare 
the documents that will be used for that intergovern- 
mental conference. We have to deal with the Mediterra- 
nean conference, the first ti...¢ tha: Europe north of the 
Mediterranear meets with the southern Mediterra- 
nean—North Africa to the Middle East. This is extraor- 
dinarily importar.t just as negotiations to be started with 
Mercosur are. There is also the niatter of :aking forward 
Jacques Delors’ famous book on competitiveness and 
employment. It 1s gving to be a presidency with a very 
heavy work load and we will have to be responsible and 
senous. This is what we want to do «ad what our 
European colleagues expect from us. | had occasion to 
speak about this recently with German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 


[Correspondent] Are you aware that when the summit is 
held in Mallorca you will be able to look through a pair 
of binoculars and see a war, the cruel war. in Algeria” 


[Gonzalez] Yes, we are aware. We have managed to put 
the relationship of the Mediterranean with the EU on the 
agenda and the difficulties being experienced by some 
countries, especially Algeria. Recent developments only 
confirm this great concern. [passage omitted] We have 
managed to make the EU aware of the grcat importance 
that stability in the southern Mediterranean has for 
Europe and that attention should be paid to what is 


happening in Algeria. 


[Iglesias] How are Canadian-Spanish fishing relations 
developing? 

[Gonzalez] I have spoken a couple of times with the 
Canadian prime minister who in turn has spoken to the 
president of the EU Commission. We are in contact with 
the commission. I can not say that relations are deve'- 
oping satisfactorily. | think that there is no progress in 
negotiations. Canada is bringing pressure to bear for the 
withdrawal of the Spanish boats from an area of inter- 
national waters and, therefore, where we have a right to 
be. We are refusing to ~:hdraw and refusing to give any 
orders to withdraw. We want the process of negotiations 
to be speeded up to clarify the situation so that our 
fishing boats can operate without any pressure. Natu- 
rally, we support policies to protect and control 
resources. We practice this but we do not agree with 
Canada taking the law into its own hands and trying to 
invade an area such as international waters, where it has 
no jurisdiction. We are all talking with Canada and will 
continue to try to resolve the problem. | do not sec an 
easy solution for the moment, therefore | am worricd. 


[Iglesias] Is Europe helping? 


[Gonzalez] I think so. I think that the EU's reaction has 
been a logical reaction from the point of view of support, 
I think that the EU's attitude in general has been quite 
positive, and I think it will continue to be so. 
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[Correspondent] Now we will have to start negotiating 
with Morocco. 


[Gonzalez] Yes, these are EU negotiations in which 
fishing matters are implicit, although this is not the only 
matter. These will take place in the coming weeks. 
[passage omitted] 

[Iglesias] When will elections be held? 


[Gonzalez] When it is time. There will not be early 
elections, only when it is time. So let's wait for the term 
to expire. 


[Iglesias] So you reckon that you will complete the term. 


[Gonzalez] That is what everybody should think and not 
just me. 


[Iglesias] Are you depressed, yes or no? 


[Gonzalez] I do not think so. I am very healthy. My last 
medical checkup was fine. 


Canada Warned of Seriousness of Any New 
Conflict 


BR2303161595 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 23 Mar 95 
p 50 


[“1.C."-signed report: “Spain Warns Canada About Seri- 
ousness of Any New Incident] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—A number of clues 
indicate further confrontation may occur in Newfound- 
land’s fishing grounds. Speaking before Congress’ For- 
eign Affairs Committee, Spanish Foreign Minister Javier 
Solana warned yesterday that the Spanish Government 
“has informed Canada that any further incident,” such 
as the recent seizure of the Estai “would be extremely 
serious.” Galician refrigerated trawlers “are approach- 
ing—not at very high speeds—the conflict zone” where 
the Estai was seized by the Canadian Navy, the minister 
explained. 


Solana suggested that it was unclear what Canada’s 
attitude would be on this occasion. In Canada “the 
problem has a certain domestic dimension.” “It is being 
tackled by the fishing minister (Brian Tobin) whose 
statements have not satisfied the parliamentary majority 
supporting the government” (headed by Jean Chretien). 


The statements made a few hours earlicr by both men in 
Ottawa suggest Solana’s view is correct. Chretien said he 
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could neither confirm nor deny the return of Spanish 
fishing boats but Tobin's spokesperson did say that they 
were in fact fishing in the same area. Chretien mentioned 
that he had spoken over the phone with Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez and European Commission 
President Jacques Santer. “I told them it would be better 
if no ships were in that area.” 

{Journalist} Xavier Vidal-Folch reports that yesterday, 
from Brussels, Santer sent a letter to the Canadian prime 
minister proposing to hold a meeting to resume talks on 
the conflict in the NAFO [North Atlantic Fishing Orga- 
nization] area. Santer proposed taking advantage of the 
opportunity offered by the G-7’s “sherpas” (technicians 
and negotiators) meeting this coming weekend in Van- 
couver to re-establish contact. 


Kurdish Official Warns Against Traveling to 
Turkey 


BR2203161095 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1409 GMT 22 
Mar 95 


[Unattributed report: “Kurdish Representative Warns 
Spanish Not To Travel to Turkey”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Santiago de Compostela, 22 Mar 
(EFE)}—Delil B. Yilmaz, a representative of the Kurdi- 
stan Liberation Front, said today in Santiago that tour- 
ists travelling to Turkey will be considered “‘accom- 
plices” in the “genocide” being directed against the 
Kurdish people. That is why he urged the Spanish not to 
plan their vacations in that Mediterranean country. 


B. Yilmaz is currently visiting Galicia at the invitation of 
the Galician Confederation of Unions and was received 
today in the autonomous parliament by parliamentary 
President Victorino Nunez and Bautista Alvarez, secre- 
tary of the Presiding Committee. 


The Kurdistan Liberation Front representative added 
that it will be dangerous to travel to Turkey this summer 
because the conflict may spread to Turkish cities. 


Delil B. Yilmaz referred to the Turkish Army’s invasion 
of Iraqi Kurdistan yesterday and said that this operation 
fits in with Turkey's determination to “continue the 
genocide” of the Turkish people. 


He stressed that tourists must remember that by bringing 
in foreign currency they are helping Turkey continue this 
conflict, which has caused 35,000 deaths, primarily in 
the past few years. 
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Denmark 


Flexible Mandate Sought for EU Conference 


BR2203 161195 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
22 Mar 95 p 1 


[Report by Lars Olsen: “Helveg Petersen Changes EU 
Tactics”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] When in the fall Denmark 
decides the line it will take at the EU negotiations in 
1996, it does not need to do so in a new and detailed 
“national compromise.” The Folketing could simply lay 
down the overall principles and in doing so postpone the 
decisive political conflict until 1997-1998. 


This is what Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen 
(Radical Liberal Party) has told POLITIKEN. With this 
new statement the government is seeking to maintain the 
broad agreement with the Socialist People’s Party [SF] 
on European policy: 


“We are a minority government and that is why we have 
to be told by the Folketing how we should approach tle 
negotiations. But the shape that this will take can be 
discussed. The degree of detail is decisive,” Niels Helveg 
Petersen said. 


The Danish timetable has hitherto been based on the 
assumption that by the fall the Folketing will draft a 
detailed Danish mandate for the negotiations—like the 
so-called EF memorandum for the negotiations on the 
Maastricht Treaty. But the Folketing could instead 
simply sketch the overall principles and let the govern- 
ment take responsibility for the negotiating line on 
concrete issues: 


“That is one of the possibilities. We should not lock 
ourselves into a definite model today, but I have noted 
that the SF does not want a major detailed memoran- 
dum,” the foreign minister said. 


The SF's deliberations have not been made public. But 
top people in the party would like to see the final 
decision on European policy postponed until immedi- 
ately before the next referendum once the EU's Intergov- 
ernmental Conference is over. And that will not be until 
1998, top diplomats predict. 


One of the crucial Danish bones of contention is the attitude 
to the so-called EU opt-outs—which mean among other 
things a no to participation in the Western European Union 
and possibly also in a common currency. But among both 
politicians and experts there is great uncertainty about 
whether there ever will be a common EU currency and 


European defense cooperation: 


“These arguments mean that we should not lock our- 
selves in details in the fall of 1995. This is why the 
government is adopting an open and listening 
approach,” Niels Helveg Petersen said. 
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He expects that the road forward to the 1996 negotia- 
tions will not be decided until the fall. At the end of May 
the government committee of civil servants will make 
public a report on the Intergovernmental Conference 
and it will form the background to the negotiations 


among the parties. 


Columnist: Parties Nearer on EU Policy Stand 


9SENO0153A Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 23 Feb 95 p 13 


[Commentary by Poul Smidt: “On the Road to EU 
Agreement] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Socialist People’s Party has 
the same problem with Uffe Ellemann-Jensen’s high 
European profile as the social-democratic skeptics do. 


We are moving toward a broad agreement whose pur- 
pose is to give the government the best possible support 
in the negotiations with the other EU countries at the 
government conference in 1996 and maybe for quite 
some time into 1997. 


The agreement has not been secured yet, but the 
Folketing parties and the high European profile of the 
Liberal Party leader, Uffe Ellemann-Jensen might con- 
tinue to complicate things for the SF [Socialist People’s 
Party}. On the other hand, the CD [Democratic Center] 
would like to show that the SF is without much influ- 
ence, and that the right side of the Folketing is pro- 
ceeding cautiously in the EU matter. Talks during the 
question and answer period last Tuesday did not bring 
the parties any further apart. 


We are light-years removed from the time last year when 
the parties did everything they could to be the first to 
rescind one or more of the four Danish exceptions and to 
announce the time and the subject of the next Danish 
referendum. 


The only thing that has been definitely determined is the 
fact that the EU opponents in the Folketing have entered 
into an unusual alliance; the Unity List and the Progress 
Party. 


When such strange bedfellows get together, naturally 
there is not much they can agree on, apart from the 
necessity of more debate. And they want the June 
Movement and the Popular Movement against the EU to 
be involved in open negotiations concerning a Danish 
memorandum. 


Frightening Vision 


It is necessary to listen to the points of view of the 
opponents of the union and it is necessary to listen to the 
considerable amount of skepticism of the Danish people. 
However, the opponents in the Folketing give no prom- 
ises other than to oppose everything. One does not even 
dare support unconditionally the most important EU 
question in our time, that of extending the Union to 
include the seven East European and the three Baltic 
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countries. One hints underhandedly that the amount of 
influence wielded by each country will change as more 
ccuntries join. The EU opponents offer up the fright- 
ening vision that all the big countries will decide every- 
thing and that the small ones will become irrelevant. 


This is simply not good enough in a constructive political 
debate on the future security policy for all of Europe. 


It causes a continuing conflict when the pure opposition 
is being kept on the outside, while at the same time it is 
difficult to imagine a political basis where the opponents 
of the union will accept the membership on today’s 
terms. And that is why there is not sufficient common 
ground for a dialogue. 


The most important thing today is that the Socialist 
People’s Party continue to be a part of the broad agree- 
ment. The party voted along with the government par- 
ties; the Social Democratic Party, the Radical Liberal 
Party and the Democratic Center including the Liberal 
Party and the Conservative Party. They voted for an 
agenda that places the main emphasis on expanding the 
EU by including Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania along with 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 


SF Wants Distance to Uffe 


Steen Gade from the Socialist People’s Party had a very 
direct explanation of why the party could not become a 
co-sponsor of the membership proposal. It is difficult in 
the SF to appear on the same piece of paper as the 
Liberal Party's leader, Ellemann-Jensen. 


He provokes continuously, even when seeking a compro- 
mise under special circumstances. Even though the 
debate concerning the four Danish exceptions has been 
rendered meaningless and no longer relevant to the 
negotiations, the Liberal Party’s leader would still like to 
have them mentioned. 


It is difficult for him to accept the fact that the voters 
rejected his treaty and then added something to it, but 
that is how it is. His unequivocal pro-European stance 
makes it difficult for the SF to follow the broad majority 
in the same way that many social democrats have for 
years found it difficult to vote for the EU that he stood 
for. 


One can understand the attitude within the SF. The 
request to Ellemann-Jensen that he pipe down must 
naturally be accompanied by a Danish smile that he is 
entitied to his own opinions. But if his opinion is that we 
should work much more closely [with him], he will 
repulse many non-socialist voters the way he did before 
the Maastricht vote. He scares off many with his hasty 
style so that the conservatives even in this area have felt 
compelled to keep their distance. 


Basis for Negotiations 


If Eilemann-Jensen could moderate his behavior to some 
degree the six parties could negotiate in the Folketing. 
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In the fall they might be able to agree on the wording of 
the framework for the Danish negotiations including. for 
example, the following items: 


e The expansion with the East and Central European 
countries is the most important. 

¢ The expansion will result in a changed amount of 
influence, but the influence of the small countries 
must not be proportionally limited any more than 
that of the big countries. 

¢ The four Danish exceptions constitute a part of the 
Danish European policy and are not open for negoti- 
ation. 

e There must be more openness, closeness and a 
stronger democracy, and the EU rules must be more 
unequivocal and easier to understand. 

¢ Environmental policies must be much more vigorous. 

e Clear rules must be established concerning the areas 
to be covered by the EU cooperation. and what areas 
are to be exempt and to be taken care of by the 
member countries. 


Problematic WEU 


It will be burdensome to discuss the mission of the 
Western European Union (WEU) and how best to exe- 
cute its security objectives as this will not take place 
within the NATO framework because the United States 
does not want to participate. The fact that the Republi- 
cans are pushing for a renewed movement toward isola- 
tionism will focus interest in other models than NATO. 


The WEU could be given a mission in the area of the 
United Nations peace-keeping, said Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen with the assurance that “The EU will 
not create a European army in competition with 
NATO.” 


There are both strong feelings and promises to the people 
of an unchanged policy behind this. And there are 
objectives that cannot remain unsolved if the Americans 
pull out. 


The most important aspect of the broad based agreement 
in the Folketing is its basis in solidarity with the East and 
Central European countries and ihe Baltic states. Every- 
body agrees that it will be neither easy nor without 
victims—including Denmark. The agricultural policy is 
on its last legs and faces powerful changes that will cost 
Denmark a loss of export income. We will also lose 
employment, for instance in the textile industry. 


It is necessary to be forthright. It is political leadership to 
stand behind an idea that will cost something at home. 
Especially since this is such a huge objective it is good to 
see there might be broad agreement at home. 


The fact that the Unity List and the Progressive Party 
have distanced themselves from both the solidarity aid 
for East Europe and the promise of paying for it, is 
repeated only to complete the picture. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-057 
24 March 1995 


Iceland 


Parties on Left Gain in Election Poll 
95P20657A Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 
11 Mar 95 p 13 


[Unattributed Article: “DV Opinion Poll: Social Demo- 
crats Up”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Support for the Social Demo- 
cratic Party (SDP) has increased somewhat from last 
month, according to the opinion poll [the afternoon 
newspaper] DV published yesterday. Support for other 
parties changed only little. In the poll, the SDP was 
favored by 13.9 percent, contrasted with a figure of 9.7 
percent in the poll DV conducted in February. The 
Independence Party got 42.3 percent, dropping around 
two percentage poinis from February. The Progress 
Party got 20.6 percent now, also a decline of roughly two 
percent. The People’s Alliance received support of 3.1 
percent, slightly more than in February; and the 
Women’s List had a figure of 3.1 percent, dropping from 
3.5 percent in the preceding poll. 


DV calculated the Althing seats based on the poll, and 
according to this the SDP’s proportion of seats would be 
9.4 percent, or six parliamentary representatives; the 
Progress Party 22.8 percent, or 15 seats; the Indepen- 
dence Party 36.2 percent, or 23 seats; People’s Alliance 
16.8 percent, or |! seats; the Women’s Lisi /.4 percent, 
or 2 seats; and the [anti-EU splinter party for the SD] 
National Awakening 9.4 percent, or six seats. 


Norway 


Government Rules Out Arms Exports to Turkey 


BR2303 161195 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 23 
Mar 95 p 6 


[Report by Kjetil Bragli Alstadheim: “No to Arms 
Exports”] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The government says no to 
exporting arms to Turkey after the invasion of Iraq. But 
the Labor Party is against adopting an arms embargo. 


At present there are no applications for licenses for the 
export of arms to Turkey on Trade Minister Grete 
Knudsen’s desk. But if there had been she would have 
rejected them. That was the message she delivered to the 
Storting Foreign Affairs Committee yesterday morning. 


“Each application for an export license is dealt with 
individually. We have a set of rules which lays down how 
we should deal with an application for arms exports to 
Turkey in the present situation. A license would not be 
granted.” Knudsen said. 


“Turkey has invaded another country. There are also 
changed conditions in Turkey and these two circum- 
stances together produce a chaotic situation,” was the 
reason given by the trade minister. 
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The government last granted a license for arms exports 
to Turkey in July last year. [passage omitted] 


Godal: Policy Focus on ‘Individual, Not Nation’ 
9SENO184A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 16 
Feb 95 p 19 


{Article by Foreign Minister Bjorn Tore Godal: “Relief 
and Norwegian Foreign Policy” 


{[FBIS Translated Text] /n today’s feature article the 
foreign minister replies to a commentary by foreign 
affairs editor Nils Morten Udgaard ‘‘who strongly sug- 
gests that relief has become the new core of our foreign 
policy."’ An active European policy, involvement in 
NATO, the West [European] Union, and the Barents 
cooperation are the main tasks for Norwegian forcign 
policy, but they du not conflict with our humanitarian 
efforts. They strengthen our international position in a 
way that is in Norway’s self-interest, Foreign Minister 
Godal maintains. 


After the government became used to criticism that 
Norwegian foreign policy is concerned solely with the 
European Union (EV) it is at any rate a renewal of the 
debate when foreign affairs editor Udgaard strongly 
suggests in his AFTENPOSTEN commentary of 7 Feb- 
ruary that relief efforts have now become the new core of 
our foreign policy. And that is not all—he also says the 
extensive Norwegian involvement in relief and peace 
efforts is a disguise for Norwegian isolationism. 


The closest Udgaard comes to substantiating his “dis- 
guise theory” is that “cooperating with the whole world 
on all problems does not mean binding cooperation with 
anyone on matters that are important to us.” In my 
opinion this is an inadequate basis for such a funda- 
mental criticism of Norwegian foreign policy. 


As this criticism is leveled at “the government's forcign 
policy people” it may be in order to remind readers that 
our humanitarian involvement has strong and sincere 
support among the Norwegian people and in the Stort- 
ing. There the people's representatives have made it 
almost a tradition to increase the government's proposed 
funding for relief efforts and for voluntary relief organi- 
zations. The government has viewed it as an important 
task to administer these sizable amounts in the most 
efficient way for the good of those who need it most. 


Solidarity with the needy in poor and catastrophe- 
stricken countries has been an essential part of Norwe- 
gian foreign policy since the 1950’s. Voluntary organiza- 
tions have been important channels for Norwegian aid 
for a generation and have provided an outlet for broad 
popular involvement in foreign policy. Providing 
humanitarian care for people in other countries is an 
important and valuable driving force which has an 
intrinsic value that is prized by many. Our humanitarian 
efforts are more than “generosity.” We get a great deal in 
return. Security for others also means greater security for 
us. 
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Through the readiness systems for relief efforts 
(NOREPS [expansion unknown]) and democracy and 
human rights (NORDEM [expansion unknown)) there 
has been an increase in the quality of our efforts that has 
won recognition in the United Nations and other inter- 
national organizations. 


Norwegian relief workers, the Norwegian business 
sector, and Norwegian experts in various areas are 
becoming increasingly involved with the United 
Nations, the EU, the United States, and recipient coun- 
tries who use their own funds to add to effort begun by 
the Norwegian authorities. NOREPS sells products 
worth several hundred million kroner to the UN system 
and other international organizations annually. NATO, 
OSCE, and the West Union have also shown great 
interest in Norwegian experiences in connection with the 
growing importance humanitarian and peacekeeping 
activities have acquired in the security policy organiza- 
tions. 

We focus on the individual, but this does not mean 
moving away from policy and into “the empirical world 
of religion or social care.” In my opinion this makes 
policy both larger and smaller than it actually is. Since all 
policy basically concerns relations among people, one’s 
view of humanity must be the guide for action. In our 
political tradition the individual is the point of depar- 
ture, not the nation, race, territory, or particular social 
classes. 


We are now also seeing this more clearly in foreign 
policy, which was long dominated by traditional inter- 
national issues. 


At a time when outside influences have an increasingly 
stronger impact on our daily lives there are more and 
more points of contact between foreign and domestic 
policy. The fact that the expanded concept of security 
has become a reality points in the same direction. Our 
foreign policy has thus become more concerned with 
finding means that are aimed at the individual's situa- 
tion, whether it is poverty, unemployment, a ruined 
environment, or, not least, a growing number of ethnic, 
social, and religious conflict situations. 


It is precisely consideration for the individual! that is the 
basis of the government's objective of pursuing a foreign 
policy that ensures that we are able to live in peace, with 
security for the best possible living conditions. It is these 
Norwegian self-interests that we must safeguard. They 
do not conflict with our humanitarian involvement. On 
the contrary, our humanitarian efforts strengthen our 
foreign policy position in a way that is undoubtedly in 
Norway's own interest. 


By promoting justice and welfare for the weakest people 
in the world community we will serve the cause of peace 
and strengthen our own security in the long run. Human- 
itarian, peacekeeping, and security policy efforts are 
important and reciprocally strengthening components of 
our foreign policy. 
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In my foreign policy statement to the Storting on 19 
January | underlined central foreign policy challenges 
that now confront us. The foreign policy debate on 31 
January made it clear that the government has broad 
support for its foreign policy line. 


In the statement I| stressed that we must pursue an active 
European policy. This applies to the economic sphere, 
where the European Economic Area (EEA) agreement 
will secure the Norwegian business sector the best pos- 
sible general conditions in relation to European compet- 
itors through equal access to the EU's inner market. In 
addition the new GATT agreement is of decisive impor- 
tance in safeguarding our economic interests in markets 
outside the EEA region. 


An active European policy is especially valid in the area 
of foreign and security policy where our paramount task 
is to help lay the most solid foundation possible for 
lasting peace and security in a// of Europe. Therefore we 
support the integration process in and around the EU 
and are working to make sure that expanding NATO to 
the East combines the need to take care of the alliance’s 
key functions with an all-European perspective. 


Through the Barents cooperation in particular we are 
doing our share to include Russia in the all-European 
cooperation processes, not isolate it. Our policy will also 
contribute to ensuring that relations between the United 
States and Russia are characterized by cooperation, not 
confrontation. This is central for an advantageous all- 
European development. 


The government wants continued strong American secu- 
rity participation in Europe and in relation to Norway. 
Our associated membership in the West Union will be 
used to help develop security policy cooperation in 
Europe in a useful way. The government assigns a high 
priority to these tasks. 


However, in the work to enable our country to live in 
peace and security an active effort in a broader geo- 
graphic perspective is also necessary. War and conflict 
on the outskirts of Europe and in neighboring areas 
could also threaten stability and security in our own part 
of the world. Therefore our global involvement must be 
seen in connection with European policy. Neither 
Norway nor the other European countries can shield 
themselves from poverty, overpopulation, environ- 
mental problems, or racism and violent intolerance on 
the European continent, in areas close to Europe, or in 
the third world. 


Norway will continue to be active in resolving conflicts, 
preventing new conflicts, and promoting democracy and 
development. Through our contribution to the peace 
processes in the Middle East, Guatemala, Sri Lanka. the 
former Yugoslavia, and Sudan we have attracted posi- 
tive international attention for Norway and made it 
possible for us to contribute to the work of ending 
conflicts that have an enormous cost in terms of both 
human suffering and international relief. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-057 
24 March 1995 


Therefore I want to warn against attempts to construct 
an artificial conflict between Norwegian national inter- 
ests in our immediate vicinity and our relief work for 
vulnerable people in countries torn by war and conflict. 
Our global humanitarian efforts are neither a substitute for 
an active European policy nor an expression of an isola- 
tionist policy. They are part of a Norwegian foreign policy 
that is both idealistic and realistic enough to believe that it 
is possible to do something to make the world a better place 
for ourselves and our fellow human beings. 


Debate on ‘Radical’ Policy Shift Urged 
95EN0184B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 17 
Feb 95 p 14 


[Editorial: “Norway's New Relief”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Bjorn Tore Godal 
took up an issue in AFTENPOSTEN yesterday that we 
raised last week, whether relief work has now become 
Norway's new foreign policy. He denies that this kind of 
relief activity is “the new core” and substantiates this with 
a long list of other important issues with which the Foreign 
Ministry is concerned. Here the foreign minister is right; the 
other issues undoubtedly cost the Foreign Ministry (UD) 
more time and more in the way of concentrated thought— 
but, on the other hand, not more money than the almost !.2 
billion kroner the ministry's political section spends annu- 
ally on international relief. 


But the point here is that there has been a radical shift in 
the center of gravity of the UD’s activity, with the result 
that international relief is emerging as the new and 
exciting area of concentration in Norwegian foreign 
policy. This is important, especially at a time when our 
foreign policy, naturally enough. must be probing. In his 
article yesterday Godal also confirmed that a funda- 
mental change has taken place. He produced “the fact 
that the expanded concept of security has become a 
reality. Our foreign policy has thus become more con- 
cerned with finding means that are aimed at the individ- 
ual’s situation, whether it is poverty, unemployment, a 
ruined environment, or, not least, a growing number of 
ethnic, social, and religious conflict situations.” This is 
not a recipe for foreign policy, but for a total Norwegian 
involvement in all the world’s problems. 


It is quite possible that the foreign minister has outlined 
a development that will come. but he is wrong if he 
thinks this expanded security concept has already 
become a reality. In that case why do we belong to 
NATO, a classic alliance of national states? And if his 
reality already existed the need to establish priorities— 
among the tens of thousands of world conflicts and 
emergency situations—would simply be greater. The 
foreign minister makes no attempt at all to do this. 


Last year Norway sent relief workers and peace media- 
tors to over 30 countries. What line lay behind this 
selection? When we shift Norwegian aid in a massive 
way from long-term assistance. which may help solve 
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problems, to a hectic firefighting activity, are we 
behaving wisely, are we spending our money sensibly, 
will we resist the temptation to reap quick political gains 
at the expense of long-term efforts abroad? Today we see 
no clear contours in Norway's extensive relief activity. 
Conceptual clarity and foreign policy integration are 
totally lacking. 
The fact that the voluntary organizations have made 
themselves instruments of the state, with no share of 
their own and with state-funded administration of relief, 
is a decision for which they must answer themselves. 
But the decisive thing for the Norwegian community is 
that behind the new emphasis on relief lies a deliberate 
attitude concerning how Norway should be involved in 
the world. We should become a “humanitarian super- 
power.” The Defense Ministry is in complete accord 
with this and now spends over a billion of its increasingly 
dwindling budget kroner on UN operations. At the same 
time the government has gained support for a plan to 
make it possible to compel Norwegian career officers to 
perform UN service, which is supposedly more “‘career- 
ing” than service in Norway; now there is a bill 
that would provide the necessary authority for this. 


All this indicates changes that are so sweeping and so 
important that they should not be made without a 
thorough debate. 


Sweden 


Persson on Economic Policy, Nuclear Power 


BR2203120795 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 19 Mar 95 p 12 


[Report on interview with Swedish Finance Minister 
Goran Persson by Bo Stenstrom; date, place not given: 
““Finland Is About a Year Ahead of Sweden””] 


[FBIS Translated Text] “Finland is about a year ahead of 
Sweden,” Swedish Finance Minister Goran Persson said, 
newly married and more than happy with both his job and 
his Social Democratic government. Admittedly, Swedish 
finance ministers have always been unpopular, “but are 
subsequently loved and respected by the people.” 


If it had not been for the nonsocialist government... 


“We lost a couple of years of budget restructuring in 
Sweden. Nothing at all was happening!” 


Finland is ahead in terms of its economic cycle as well as 
in terms of the measures that have been adopted (despite 
a nonsocialist government). 


Furthermore, government circles hold the governor of 
our central bank, Sirkka Hamalainen, in higher esteem 
than her Swedish counterpart Urban Backstrom. 


The finance minister also cited FINANSTIDNINGEN 
which has pointed out that Finland followed a different 
monetary policy since the markka was allowed to float free. 
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“Short-term interest rates were lowered rather swiftly. In 
Sweden short-term interest rates were kept high.” 


Noting that the markka also escaped the latest bout of 
turbulence on the money markets, Persson also pointed 
out that foreign investors must have a hard time seeing 
potential inflationary pressure in Finland while we have 
an unemployment level of between 19 and 20 percent. 


The Finnish economy is much weaker than Sweden's, 
and less diversified, Persson said, but its national 
finances are in better shape. 


Keeping A Cool Head 


Right now Persson and the Social Democratic govern- 
ment are waiting to see whether the turbulence on the 
money markets and interest rates levels are here to stay. 


“It takes a very cool head to act in a situation like the one we 
are facing at present, and you must not get carried away.” 


Persson has a very cool head. 


“The Swedish people were calling for major savings pack- 
ages when the turbulence was at its worst, but I am quite 
certain that if we had announced major savings packages of 
this kind then nobody would have registered the fact.” 


Persson has two milestones ahead of him this spring: the 
supplementary budget bill at the end of May [month as 
published], which always upset the Social Democrats’ 
main May Day celebrations, and a convergence program 
for how Sweden can meet the criteria laid down for 
Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). 


Sweden must adopt a further parliamentary resolution 
before the country enters the third phase of EMU, but: 


“I believe it is important to say that the Swedish 
economy will be in such shape that we will be able to take 
the third step if we wish!” 


Persson makes it a point of honor that the government 
decides on a program and implements it. 


“We have done exactly what we said we would do and we 
have gotten it through the Riksdag.” 


Nevertheless, what they lost in their agreements (with 
the Left Party, Center Party, and Green Party) Persson 
plans to bring back in the supplementary budget. 


Local Government Wrangles 


The most troublesome element in the supplementary 
budget bill will be a new spending arrangement at local 
government level in Sweden. This is a major headache 
for the Social Democrats. Since the last local government 
elections, the Social Democrats have been the largest 
party in 282 out of 285 local authorities and are in 
control in 200 of them. 


It has turned into a north-south conflict regarding the 
party's policy vis-a-vis local governments. 
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Otherwise Goran Persson is proud that the Social Dem- 
ocrats won the local elections on tax increases. 


However, there is now no scope for more tax increases at 
local level, although as finance minister Persson mutters 
to himself that people have been saying this for a very 
long time and yet have always managed to come up with 
another 50 ore. 


A form of “VAT on culture” of between 5 and 6 percent 
is being discussed, which would also be levied on news- 
papers, but in that case Sweden would have one level of 
VAT too many. 


Employers Apply The Brakes 


The Swedish round of pay talks has not yet begun, but 
the Swedish Trade Union Confederation, LO, is finding 
it tough to get the trade unions to back an across- 
the-board pay rise (of, say, 3.5 percent). In Goteborg 
nurses have handed in their notice and are demanding an 
additional 5,000 to 6,000 kronor. 


Persson wonders whether if this could also be the case in 
Finland where awareness of the crisis might continue to 
diminish and people will want to help themselves to a 
slice of the cake. 


He admitted that the division, “the dual economy”, with 
booming exports on the one hand and a crisis in the 
public sector on the other, is tremendously difficult to 
handle. Last year Volvo recorded a profit of over 16 
billion kronor, and the paper and pulp sector is “not just 
doing well, but doing better than ever before.” 


However, he does not want to take the LO to task for 
failing to find a unified line on pay. Instead he is turning 
his attention to the employers. They must act in such a 
way that they resist the pressure for wage increases. 


Persson himself does not want to interfere with the 
round of pay talks in the public sector, but the Swedish 
nurses will have as tough a time of it as ours. 


“To employers in the public sector I can say that they 
have their budgets and they will not be receiving any 
more money. If wages are raised, then ‘fewer will get 
their share of the cake.” 


“However, it is rmportant not to forget that the population 
as a whole contributed to and paid the price of the huge 
profits made in the export sector. These profits are merely a 
reflection of the plummeting krona exchange rate. 


“We have made ourselves poorer as a national economy, 
we are offering our exports at bargain prices (“special 
offers"), and this is just as much the fault of, say, nurses 
employed by local authorities, as of metalworkers or 
Persson sees no possibility at all of implementing fiscal 
measures to take away profits generated by exports and 
pump them into the public sector. These profits must 
have a knock-on effect on investments which will create 
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more jobs and generate more tax revenue. “They must be 
like a ring spreading through the water.” 


Lewer Deficit 


Certainly this is already having an affect on the Finance 
Ministry. The loans required for the 1994-95 budget 
looked like being in the order of 230 billion, but the 
latest forecasts are now indicating a figure of around 180. 


“Obviously, when such a large reduction—50 billion—is 
made in one go and taken as the basis for new calcula- 
tions, then we can see that things are moving rapidly in 
the right direction.” 


The way things look at present, Sweden would meet the 
EMU criterion for the budget deficit (2.5 percent of 
GNP) in 1998. 


“So we can handle the deficits, but every year’s budget 
deficit merely adds to the national debt (1.3 trillion).” 


“We must get into a situation in which we can turn 
around the increase in the national debt and bring it 
down before the next economic recession. 


“In 1995, 1996, and 1997 I do not foresee Sweden facing 
any major economic problems. It is in 1998 that the next 
recession will begin, and that is what will pose such a 
threat if it hits the economy full on. 


“If we are left with high unemployment figures and 
shaky national finances, then the next recession will be 
terrible for those people who are hit by unemployment. 


“So the unemployed will bear the brunt of the impact— 
and it will be just the same in Finland if you still have an 
unemployment level of between 15 and 20 percent. If we 
are hit by a recession at that level, it is an incredible 
strain on the economy.” 


Fiscal Tools 


Not surprisingly, Goran Persson is entirely convinced 
that a finance minister from the Moderate Coalition 
Party would not manage to do his job. 


“That is because the Moderates have their hands so strongly 
tied when it comes to not daring to increase taxes. National 
finances cannot be reorganized on the massive scale 
required in Sweden if we dare to raise some taxes, we do so 
purely with a view to distributing income more fairly. 


Cuts and savings hit the spending systems that were 
designed to level things out, and if cuts are made in these 
systems. it will be the weakest groups that are affected. 


If people are to be persuaded to accept this, then the burden 
must fall on those groups that are the strongest, Persson 
said, and then you have to resort to the taxation tool. 


“We have raised capital taxes substantially, and we have 
introduced national defense tax [vaernskatt] (which effec- 
tively raises marginal taxes for high income earners).” 
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Persson believes that a fair policy for distributing 
income has the widespread support of the Center Party, 
Liberal Party, Christian Democratic Party, and even 
among Moderates. 


The way he sees things, he has sliced 60 billion off spending 
on social protection, affecting not the structures themselves, 
but the levels of benefit payments. And in the pension 
system, family policy, and social insurance. 


“It is painful each time, but necessary nonetheless.” 


Ending index-linking has been particularly effective 
where large “cakes”—such as the pension system—are 
involved. 


“The first year of ending index-linking produces 2 percent, 
the second year another 2 percent, which is noticeable, year 
three there is a further 2 percent—that can be felt—and in 
this way we reduce by 8 percent a system which has a base 
of 200 billion. If interest on the interest is taken into 
account, this amounts to around 20 billion.” 


Nuclear Power Cliffhanger 


“The real cliffhanger in Swedish politics is the energy 
issue,” Persson said. Nuclear power is due to be phased 
out by the year 2010, and Carlsson’s government is 
sticking to this until further notice. However, none of the 
12 nuclear power stations have been closed down, and 
both the union bosses and leading industrialists in the 
sector are pressing for a new decision to be made. 


An energy commission is due to publish its report this fall. 


“An energy policy that is sustainable in the long term 
cannot be based on an agreement with the Moderates 
and the Liberals. There are such strong tensions among 
the Social Democrats as well as within the Liberal Party. 


“It depends on what the agreement looks like. If you want to 
phase out nuclear power and you want to do so quickly, then 
a majority in the Riksdag that is in favor of this can always 
be found. If we are to keep nuclear energy for ever, it is 
possible to find a majority to support such a plan.” 


Persson wants to have an agreement that avoids the issue 
of nuclear power being raised at every election. To 
achieve this, the agreement should include the Center 
Party. 


And then the result would be a phase-out. 


“The issue has enormous economic aspects and these 
have not yet been discussed in Sweden, merely the safety 
and environmental aspects.” 


New Lemmings 


Goran Persson is the labor movement's man. He has just 
remarried—within the movement. 


He is no national economist, but when he saw how wrong 
all the well-educated economists with all their resources 
were, it boosted his self-confidence. 


“They have all been terribly wrong. 
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“The strange thing is that they have all been wrong in the 
. same way. There have always been established truths. 


“Someone sets a trend and everyone else jumps on the 
And then a line of argument is constructed, and 
then things do not turn out the way they were predicted.” 


“However, they have had an incredibly strong posi- 
tion—too strong a position—in the public debate.” 


Persson wants to steer the debate back toward actual 
policy, to the simple links, and get people to understand 
plus and minus and the balance in the bottom line. 


If he succeeds he is likely to win “the people's love and 
respect.” In the autumn of his years. 


Liberals Want Analysis of NATO Membership 


BR2403095695 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 23 Mar 95 p 16 


[Report on interview with Swedish Liberal Party leader 
Maria Leissner by Hans O. Alfredsson in Brussels on 22 
March: “Liberal Party Wants To Study NATO Member- 
ship”’] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Sweden ought to be ready to join 
a changed and enlarged NATO at some time in the 
future. This is the position now held by the Liberal Party. 
It was made public on Wednesday [22 March] by Maria 
Leissner at her first visit as party chairman to the EU 
headquarters in Brussels. 


On the same day a formal request with the same message 
was delivered by the party’s representative on the 
defense commission, Riksdag deputy Lennart Rhodin. 


The Moderate Coalition Party's representative on the com- 
mission, Henrik Landerholm, has already launched a sim- 
ilar initiative (SVENSKA DAGBLADET 13 March). 


The idea behind the Liberal Party's request is that the 
defense commission should analyze the scope for and 
consequences of what is called “Swedish links with the 
alliance for military defenses in technical, structural, and 
economic respects.” The analysis should be ready in the 
spring of 1996. 


“Must Be Open” 


Maria Leissner emphasized that today is not the right 
time to join NATO or abandon Swedish aonalignment. 


At the same time she recalled that Sweden is involved as an 
“active observer” in the Western European Union (WEU). 


“We must be open to participation in future military 
cooperation,” she said when SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
met her at the European Parliament where she had just 
been talking to WEU Secretary General Jose Cutiliero. 


She recalled that NATO is currently studying forms for 
future enlargement in Europe. She pointed out that in a 
few years most European countries could be members of 
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NATO. If Finland and the Baltic states joined, for 
example, the situation would become different for 
Sweden too. 


“We must remain open to such developments and keep 
in mind that we live in a new world.” 

In general Maria Leissner believes that Sweden must 
show great openness when it comes to participating in 
the development of European cooperation. Against this 
background she said that she is worried that the Social 
Democrats “seem more and more to become an obstruc- 
tion in EU cooperation.” 


Internal Division 


“After the referendum and the decision on Swedish 
membership I thought that the Social Democrats would 
emphasize the positive arguments more. This has not 
been the case. It is not the positive values which guide 
the Social Democrats today.” 


Maria Leissner thinks that it is more the case that the 
Social Democrats are following the British. She believes 
that the internal division in the party has resulted in EU 
opponents and EU skeptics having greater prominence. 


As far as security policy is concerned, her interpretation 
is that the Social Democrats are on their way to “return- 
ing to old Cold War formulations.” 


“Why, they are even shaking in their shoes when it comes to 
the formulations in the 1992 defense agreement.” 


Nowadays she is a warm EU supporter herself. She has 
not always been. Until the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 
she was very skeptical toward a Swedish approach to the 
EC, primarily for security policy reasons. 


Since then her conviction has grown so strong that she 
led the Liberal Party's yes-campaign in the run-up to the 
referendum last year. 


“Hair Stood on End” 


Now her choice of words was almost lyrical when she 
described a committee meeting she had just attended at 
the European Parliament. 


“It was almost the case that her ‘hair stood’ on end” 
when she got to see how Danes, Greeks, and Germans 
talked to and answered each other in their respective 
mother tongues,“ she said. 


“My vision, my dream, is an EU that includes all of 
geographical Europe, an EU with members also in the 
old Eastern Europe which by then will have become 
stable democracies.” 


As chairman of the Liberal Party she will attach “the 
greatest importance” to the EU and European issues, she 
asserted. 


Brussels can expect more visits by Maria Leissner in the 
future. To be sure, the EU is now to a great extent also 
Swedish domestic politics, she stressed. 
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Spokesman Denies French Press Report on 
Missiles Sale 


NC2303204995 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 1830 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Government Spokesman loannis 
Kasoulidhis has categorically denied a report in the French 
press according to which Cyprus has sold to another country 
six ground-to-sea missiles. Mr. Kasoulidhis noted: Cyprus 
has never sold arms nor does it agree to be used as a transit 
point. The spokesman added that the six missiles will be 
displayed in the military parade on Saturday [25 March], 
and that countries that have sold weapons to Cyprus, can 
send representatives to inspect these weapons. The French 
Government also denied the press report tonight. A 
spokesman for the President's Office described the report as 

groundless and as another attempt to strike at 
the prime minister's election campaign. 


Greece's Arsenis Denies U.S. Hinders Joint 
Defense Doctrine 


NC2303 193695 Nicosia Cyprus By asting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1700 GMT 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Glavkos Kliridhis and 
Greek National Defense Minister Yerasimos Artemis held a 
40-minute meeting today before the ceremony at which Mr. 
Kliridhis gave Mr. Arsenis a medal. 


Responding to questions from journalists after the meeting, 
Mr. Arsenis said that Athens has explained very clearly to its 
allies the content of the unified defense doctrine and there 
cannot be any reaction to the joint defense planning coop- 
eration between two countries of Hellenism. He also noted 
that the program has not been delayed by the U.S. reaction: 
on the contrary, he stressed, it has been expedited. 


President Kliridhis intervened to say that our answer to 
any comment is that we are proceeding with the unified 
defense doctrine because there arc 40,000 Turkish troops 
in Cyprus. He added: In addition to its ethnic links, 
Greece has guaranteed the independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity of Cyprus; Greece is a guarantor 
power. President Kliridhis stressed: Since Turkey has 
forces in Cyprus, why not Greece, too? He also con- 
firmed that in the occupied areas, the Turks have 
replaced 60 tanks with newer models and added that the 
Greek Cypriot side is watching this. [passage omitted] 


Kliridhis Meets Greek Defense Minister 


NC2303191695 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1500 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Trans!*\ed Excerpt] Greek National Defense Min- 
ister Yerasimos Arsenis had a meeting with President 
Glavkos Kliridhis in the Presidential Palace this after- 
noon, thus starting his contacts during his official visit to 
Cyprus, which began at noon today. 


After the meeting, President Kliridhis conferred on Mr. 
Arsenis the Grand Cross of the Order of Makarios III, 
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which is the top honor bestowed by the Republic of 
Cyprus. The award was made in the presence of Arch- 
bishop Khrisostomos, the House of Representatives 
president, ministers, and other officials. 


In conferring the distinction, President Kliridhis 
stressed that the Greek Cypriots are grateful to Mr. 
Arsenis for expediting the unified defense doctrine. He 
added: This proves that Greece has decided to fulfill not 
only its national obligations to the Greek Cypriots, who 
are struggling for physical and national survival, but also 
its treaty obligations, including the protection of Cyprus’ 
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. 
President Kliridhis further emphasized: We all feel more 
safe knowing that Mr. Arsenis is working conscientiously 
to turn the unified defense doctrine into a reality. 


Accepting the award, Mr. Arsenis said that talks with 
Cypriot Defense Minister Konstandinos Iliadhis on imple- 
menting the doctrine have proceeded at a really decisive 
pace. He accepted the award in the name of all those who 
worked for the cause. Mr. Arsenis added that the unified 
defense area is practical proof at the military level that 
Hellenism is unitary and that we are united to confront any 
threats. He also said: At the same time, however, it proves to 
everyone that Hellenism has no aggressive plans. By pro- 
moting the unified defense area it is consolidating the 
defense shield in both Greece and Cyprus, thus enhancing 
the conditions for honest negotiations on the pending issues 
and their solution on a just and viable basis. Mr. Arsenis 
further noted that during his visit, he will discuss the second 
phase of the unified defense area, which will by have a 
deeper role in unifying the defense plans of Greece and 
Cyprus. [passage omitted] 


Greek Defense Minister Arrives on Official Visit 


NC2303141095 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Greek National Defense Minister 
Yerasimos Arsenis stressed that the program of realizing the 
unified defense area has advanced beyond what Cyprus and 
Greece expected. In a statement at Larnaca Airport shortly 
after arriving on an official visit to Cyprus, Arsenis noted 
that during his stay the first year of operations within the 
unified defense area will be assessed and the second phase 
will begin. 

Arsenis said that the unified defense area is a concept that is 
explicitly defensive, is directed against any threat to Cyprus, 
and aims at consolidating peace in the region with a simulta- 
neous Cyprus solution. He also said that it is not appropriate 
to make many statements on the unified defense doctrine and 
asked the public of both Cyprus and Greece to judge the two 
governments by their deeds, not their words. 


The national defense minister was welcomed at Larnaca 
Airport by Defense Minister Konstandinos Iliadhis, Greek 
Ambassador Alexandros Sandhis, National Guard Com- 
mander Lieutenant General Nikolaos Vorvolakos, ELDIK 
[Greek Forces of Cyprus] Commander Colonel loannis 
Papadhakakis, and other officials. A military detachment 
presented arms upon Arsenis’ arrival. 
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Government Proposes EU Deal With Turkish 
Attack on Kurds 

NC2303 142595 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] It is not enough to condemn 
violations of human rights, moves that will be effective 
in the international arena are necessary. Press Minister 
Evangelos Venizelos stated the foregoing in response to a 
question about the Greek Government position on the 
attack by Turkish forces against Kurdish targets inside 
Iraqi territory. 


Venizelos made it clear that our country is awaiting the 
results of the [EU] troika visit to Ankara and, at the same 
time, has issued a proposa! that the French Presidency 
and the European Council deal with the attack against 
the Kurds. 


Papoulias Accepts Vance Invitation To Talks 
With FYROM 


NC2303170295 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Konstandinos Bikas has said that Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias has responded positively to UN medi- 
ator Cyrus Vance's invitation to resume talks with 
Skopje [Te Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia— 
FYROM] on 6 April, however, Mr. Bikas stressed that it 
is not known as yet if the Greek Government wiil be 
represented by Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias. 


Press Minister Evangelos Venizelos said that when the 
dialogue with Skopje, under the UN initiative’s auspices, 
is held the embargo will still be in force and the Greek 
positions will be given. Mr. Venizelos stressed that the 
United Nations. through Mr. Cyrus Vance, has put forth 
the following question: As long as Skopje 1s prepared to 
proceed with tangible measures with regard to its consti- 
tution and symbols could Greece then agree to end its 
economic countermeasures’? The press minister added: 
Our position is that we are always prepared to attend 
similar consuliations in the presence of Mr. Cyrus 
Vance; if this takes place on 6 April, the embargo would 
remain in force and our positions would be stated and 
well known. 


U.S. Reportedly Promoting Direct Dialogue With 
FYROM 


NC2403085995 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 23 
Mar 95 p4 


[Report by Berlin correspondent Tasos Telloglou] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It appears that the direct dia- 
logue on Skopje [The Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, FYROM] will begin in the first week of 
April despite objections by the Skopjean Government 
which are attributed to domestic political expediencies. 
According to diplomatic sources. the Greek Government 
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yesterday sent a letter to UN mediator Cyrus Vance 
accepting an invitation to attend a direct dialogue on the 
basis of al! “that was agreed upon last week™ between the 
two sides. The same sources noted that the talks will 
center on negotiating a package that would amend the 
Skopjean Constitution, promising the abolition of the 
flag. agreement on respect for borders, and the lifting of 
the Greek embargo. 


[FYROM] Foreign Minister Stevo Crvenkovski, in his 
conte. with Vance in New York and US. officials in 
Washiagton, agreed that the dialogue would begin 
without the embargo being lifted beforehand. The State 
Department believes that Greek Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias rushed to make a statement on the 
agreement to begin the dialogue and thus compciled 
Skopje to issue an announcement reneging on the agree- 
ment with Vance. The statement by the Skopjean Gov- 
ernment confused Washington, since the U.S. officials 
who are handling the issue were trying to establish 
whether there is a disagreement between Crvenkovski 
and President Kiro Gligorov. 


But Washington's assessment is that the dialogue will 
finally begin around 6 April and that progress will be 
made o.. the basis of the package, with the name issue 
left for later. Besides, the State Department issued a 
statement yesterday stressing that it expects talks to 
resume soon ard that the United States wants dipio- 
matic relations to be established as soon as the situation 
allows. 


Weaknesses in Foreign Policy Discussed 
9SP20652B 


[FBIS Media Note] 


Warning on ‘Isolation’ 


The balance sheet of Greece's | 5-year membership in the 
European Union (EU) is “tragically poor,” wrote Panos 
Kazakos, a professor at the University of Athens. In the 
5 March KIRIAKATIK] ELEVTHEROTIPIA he con- 
tended that Greece is continuing its “historic” isolation 
within the EU. Greek isolation stems from economic 
failure and a different foreign policy “philosophy” aggra- 
vated by the “periodically recycled anti-Europeanism™ 
of the governing Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK). While the repeated failure of economic stabi- 
lization programs is at the root of Greek isolation, 
foreign policy is also to blame, given Greece's poor 
handling since 1989 of its “national issues"—the Cyprus 
problem, relations with Turkey, the EU, Albania, and 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). 
Isolation and economic failure have contributed to the 
deterioration of relations between Greece and its EU 
partners. The situation is compounded by the conflicting 
views held by Greece and its partners on assistance to 
neighboring countries. At a time when regional stabili- 
zation is the EU's overriding goal, Greek foreign policy 
initiatives do not conform to this objective. Initiatives 
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are unrealistically demanding, they downgrade the 
importance of negotiations, they sometimes show mus- 
trust of international procedures, and they ignore eco- 
nomic and political consequences, Kazakos asserted. In 
short, they contribute nothing to the stability of the 
region or of Greece. 


Importance of Orthodoxy 


The West is increasingly concerned about a wave of 
Islamic fanaticism encouraged by poverty, lack of edu- 
cation, and the belief of Asian and African populations 
that they have been held “hostage” by the West for 
centuries, wrote Grgoris Kalokairinos in the 5 March 
Athens daily | KATHIMERINI. Europe will be the first 
target of the threat, whose repercussions may be “:ncal- 
culable™ given Islamic contro! over most traditional 
energy sources. In the face of this threat, the great powers 
are attempting to formulate strategic plans to prevent 
losing control over Islamic populations. Kalokairinos 
contended that strategies followed thus far, such as 
choosing Turkey to be the West's “breakwater,” have 
failed, and Greece, viewed as untrustworthy, has been 
unable to convince its partners that they have erred. 


Turkey cannot be viewed as a “secure bridgehead” for 
the West for a number of reasons, according to Kalo- 
kairinos: 


—Turkey's pro-West profile is the brainchild of a “small, 
Western-fed cultural, political, military, and economic 
intelligentsia.” In general, turks are “fanatically 
faithful to Islam, illiterate, oppressed militanly and 
socially, and opposed to Western Christian beliefs and 
values.” 


—Turkey suffers from the “permanent wound” caused 
by its Kurdish population. 


—Turks are viewed as “renegades” by the Islamic world, 
which does not forget Turkish behavior in the Gulf 
war. 


—Turkey failed to penetrate the Muslim former Soviet 
republics, as it wished to do. 


The West must not rely on the Turkish “house of cards,” 
which can easily be overthrown, with Turkey choosing 
the side of Islam, Kalokairinos warned. Greece must 
explain this to its partners and offer Orthodoxy as the 
West's only trump card. The Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Constantinople and the Greek Church are a pole of 
attraction for ali Eastern Orthodox peoples, who repre- 
sent historically “Europe's only hope in the face of 
Islam” and can be a bridge between the two worids. 
Greece can thus become the starting point for an inter- 
national initiative with good chances of success, but only 
if Greek officials sensitize the West to the advantages 
that the mobilization of some 350 million Eastern 
Orthodox represents for the Western cause, Kalokairinos 
concluded. 


Greece 3s 
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vated by the “penodicaily recycled anti-Europeanism™ 
of the governing Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK). While the repeated failure of economic stabi- 
lization programs is at the root of Greek isolation, 
foreign policy is also to blame, given Greece's poor 
handling since 1989 of its “national issues"—the Cyprus 
problem, relations with Turkey, the EU, Albania, and 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). 
Isolation and economic failure have contributed to the 
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Operation Against PKK in Northern Iraq Viewed 


EU Ministers: ‘End Incursion’ 
NC2303 164095 Paris AFP in English 1602 GMT 
23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, March 23 (AFP)—The 


Iraq “as speedily as possible,” and hinted a proposed 
Speaking for the 15-member European Union, French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said the Europeans were 
“worried by the massive character of the intervention, 
going way beyond its right to pursue” suspected terror- 
ists into Iraqi territory. 


Turkey on Monday (20 March] sent some 35,000 troops, 


Speaking at a press conference after meeting Turkish 
Foreign Minister Murat Karayalcin, Juppe expressed his 
concern for the “harm done to the civilian population” 
of Kurdistan, the officially non-recognised Kurdish 
region straddling areas of Turkey, Iraq and Iran. 
Juppe arrived in Ankara Thursday for the meeting along 
with his EU colleagues German Foreign Minister Kiaus 
Kinkel and Spanish counterpart Javier Solana. Neither 
Kinkel nor Solana made any comment at the press 
conference. 


Speaking for the three, Juppe said he “understood” 

Turkey's security needs and “condemned the terrorism” 

carned out by Kurdish separatists. 

— Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) began 
an insurgency against Ankara’s control of southeast 

Turkey in 1984 and up to 10,000 people are thought to 

have died in 10 years. 


But Juppe said that it appeared Turkey still had some 
way to go on democratising its institutions and observing 
human rights before the European Parliament would 
approve an EU-Turkey customs union initialed last 
month. 


“Alt the moment, it does not look good. If there was a 
vote (by the parliament) tomorrow, it would not be in 
favour,” Juppe said. The parliament is due to vote later 
this year on the accord to which Ankara is very attached. 


The three European foreign ministers, the represenia- 
tives of the current, past and future presidents of the 
European Union, were to meet later Thursday with 
Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller and President 
Suleyman Demirel before leaving Ankara Thursday 
evening. 


TURKEY 


3 


Local TV Plays Down EU Reaction 


TA2403110695 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[Report by Utku Sensoy] 
[FBIS Translated Text] The 


i Karayalcin 
relotions. The EU president presented his position, and 


answered their questions on this subject. [end recording] 
Juppe said that this visit is taking place within the 
framework of the Association Council meeting held in 
Brussels on 6 March. Pointing out that Europe wants to 
see a stable, i and democratic Turkey inte- 
grated with Europe, Juppe noted that the Customs 
Union issue is only a step and that there are many things 
to be accomplished between Turkey and Europe. Efforts 
will be exerted, Juppe announced, to obtain the appro’ al 
of the European Parliament for Turkey to join the 
Customs Union on | January 1996. 


The French foreign minister remarked that the European 
public is extremely sensitive to democracy and human 
7 ae edt expressing the hope that the constitu- 

tional amendments and the changes to be introduced in 
connection with amnesty and the procedures concerning 
security forces will be sclidified as stated by Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller. Declaring that he is categorically 
C pposed to terrorism and separatism, Juppe said that the 
".U attaches great importance to Turkey's territorial 
integrity and sovereignty. 


In reference to the operation in north Iraq, Juppe said: 
We are following the operation with great care. Natu- 
rally, Turkey is justified in guaranteeing its own security. 
An operation has been launched against terrorists in an 
area where no country is sovereign. It is of course 
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important when this operation will end. We are con- 
cerned about any possible damages against the civilian 
population. Turkey’s desire to conclude this operation in 
the shortest time possible has greatly pleased us. Tur- 
key’s attitude in this regard is extremely positive. 


Commenting on the Cyprus issue, Juppe declared: The 
EU supports the UN resolutions on the development of 
the confidence-building measures and the establishment 
of a bicommunal federal state. 


Kinkel, answering reporters’ questions after the news 
conference, justified the cross-border operation 
launched by Turkey with the aim of protecting its 
national security, but added that the operation must end 
as soon as possible. Kinkel explained that during his 
meeting with Ciller, he had raised his concern regarding 
the safety of the civilian population in north Iraq and 
was pleased to learn of the Turkish Government's sensi- 
tivity to the issue. 


EU Commissioner Hans van den Broek, also replying to 
reporters’ questions, noted that there is an authority 
vacuum in north Irag. When the situation is evaluated 
independently, Turkey’s security becomes paramount; 
therefore, there is no legal violation, van den Broek 
stressed. 


Replying to reporters’ questions after the news confer- 
ence, Foreign Ministry Under Secretary Ozdem Sanberk 
said that work was done to ensure that the political 
dialogue w.ih the EU is conducted on the basis of a more 
solid foundatior. 


Meanwhile, Ciller received the three foreign ministers 
separately. The prime minister also met with the mem- 
bers of the EU troika for a second time following the 
official talks between the delegations. Karayalcin and 
van der Broek also attended the meetings. The visiting 
foreign ministers were also received by President 
Suleyman Demirel at the Cankaya Mansion. Karayalcin 
and van der Broek were also present at the meeting, 
which lasted one hour. 


Husamettin Cindoruk, speaker of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly, received the EU troika at parlia- 
ment. In a statement, Cindoruk noted that Turkey will 
implement democratization to meet its own needs 
without any other reason. He explained that the Turkish 
parliament discussed and approved certain laws within 
the framework of the Customs Union. Cindoruk also 
expressed the belief that this cooperation, which has 
economic and political aspects, will be concluded in the 
most successful manner for both sides. He declared: 
Without the need for other reasons, Turkey will imple- 
ment and bring to a conclusion the democratization 
process in line with its own demands. 


Juppe, in his statement, said he was very pleased about 
the strengthening of relations. Stressing tha the agree- 
ment, which was signed last month, must go through 
certain political stages and be ratified by the Council of 
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Europe in September, Juppe noted that interparliamen- 
tary relations are very important in this respect. 


Kinkel Uses ‘Harsher Language’ 


AU2403105095 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 24 Mar 95 p 8 


[Report by “tl”: “The Invasion in Iraq Might Endanger 
Customs Union”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Ankara, 23 Mar—{Passage 
omitted] In his bilateral talks with Turkish Prime Min- 
ister Tansu Ciller on Thursday [23 March] Kinkel [FRG 
foreign minister] expressed doubts that the dimensions 
of the large-scale attack are appropriate as it involves 
about 35,000 soldiers in an area 200 km long and 40 km 
wide. Kinkel contributed this position to the later 
“Troika position” statement by Juppe [French foreign 
minister]. After all, the Turkish advance is the country’s 
largest military action since the landing on Cyprus more 
than 20 years ago and is far more comprehensive than 
the previous persecution of PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] in northern Iraq. Mrs. Ciller reportedly 
reacted by pointing out only that the scope of this 
campaign ensures the protection of civilians. 


In contrast to his statement on Wednesday, which was 
drawn up during his Middle East trip and criticized as 
too “soft” by the opposition in Bonn, yesterday Kinkel 
used harsher language in talks with the government in 
Ankara, whereas Juppe slightly modified his initially 
harsh words. The invasion must be ended “if possible 
immediately, tomorrow, or the day after,” the FRG 
Foreign Minister and his French counterpart demanded. 
Human rights must be observed, the dimension of the 
attack must be taken into account, and the protection of 
civilians must be guaranteed. The day before, the 
German Foreign Minister spoke of Turkey's “justified 
security interests.” This was also stated by Juppe yes- 
terday. 


Meanwhile, Kinkel denied having corrected his course. 
His written statement from Wednesday remains valid. 
The FRG Foreign Minister also rejected the assumption 
that Iraq's criticism of the invasion as being a violation 
of international law, which was voiced only on 
Thursday, resulted in a new Federal Government posi- 
tion. The Foreign Minister also denied that initially 
there were differences between him and his French 
counterpart in assessing the invasion. 


Internally, Kinkel indicated that he accepts the purely 
legal justification of the invasion even though this is 
hotly disputed. The Turkish Government argues that in 
northern Iraq there is a lack of authority because the 
multinational mission to monitor the no-fly zone does 
not fill the vacuum of power there. As a result, Ankara is 
basing its actions on emergency aid. According to 
Kinkel, Mrs. Ciller has assured him that the invasion will 
be ended as quickly as possible. 
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However, Kinkel expressed doubts that she will be able 
to enforce this position at the earliest possible moment 
with the military and their targets. In a talk with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Murat Karayalcin, Kinkel demanded 
assurances that no German weapons will be used in the 
invasion against the PKK fighters in northern Iraq. 

In his talks in Ankara, Foreign Minister Kinkel also 
regretted the attacks against Turks in Germany. The 
Federal Government will do everything in its power to 
prevent them. In return, the Turks must guarantee the 
safety of Kurds deported from Germany. 


Ciller Responds to European Concern 
MS2403114195 London ITV Television Network in 
English 1900 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{Interview with Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, in 
Ankara, by Jon Snower, in London; from the “Channel 
Four” newscast—iive] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Snow] Prime Minister, thank 
you for joining us. Do you understand the concern that 
European Foreign Ministers are expressing about your 
incursion into Northern Iraq? 


{Ciller] It is not an incursion. I do understand the 
concern because it is a global problem. What we have 
there is not a normal state. It is—after the Gulf crisis, we 
have a problem there, we have an international problem, 
we have no authority there, and the PKK [Kurdistan 
Workers Party] that the Turkish authorities within 
Turkey have gotten control of simply infiltrated into this 
no-man’s land, practically, with no authority, and they 
are infiltrating back to kill innocent people in my 
country. Nineteen people were killed last week, innocent 
people, young people, and another 15 young soldiers 
were killed again three days ago, and this has been going 
on for some time, and this, as an international problem, 
needs international concern. We did this before... 


[Snow, interrupting] I hate to interrupt Prime Minister, 
but the concern from the other side of the border is that 
your enormous force there, 35,000 troops, have killed 
innocent Kurdish people who are, at the moment, under 
the protection of forces that you are allied to--NATO? 


[Ciller] First of all, the mechanism there to protect the 
civilians is a mechanism that we are also a part of, 
provides comfort. We have opened our borders to pro- 
tect the civilians, we have fed them for months, and we 
are providing electricity to civilians there. | gave the 
strictest orders ever to protect the [NGO’s?] and the 
civilians, and the UN commander there—the UN com- 
mander who is in charge there, has just given the report 
that there have been no civilian lives lost so far in the 
operation. We are very concerned about that, my people 
are as well, but we have to stop the infiltration. We've 
already asked Turkey, you have to recognize, that as 
Turkey we have paid a very high price because of the 
Gulf crisis. We stood up against Saddam [Husayn, Iraqi 
President} with our allies, this is not our doing. We paid 


billions of dollars in loss of trade, of the pipe-lines, of 
loss of jobs in the area which actually had an impact on 
terrorism. Now we are paying again by loss of lives, 
innocent lives in my country... 


[Snow, interrupting] That is understood Prime Minister, 
the problem is... 


[Ciller, interrupting] But we have to do sornething about 
it internationally. That should be the concern of my 
friends, of our friends. Now if we do not—we've done 
this before, we went into Iraq, and withdrew. We are 
going to do the same thing as soon as we can... 


[Snow, interrupting] How long are [you] going to be 
inside Iraq? 


[Ciller] We will withdraw the next day, if possible, 
provided that that security is provided to us on our 
borders, that means international help on a problem that 
is international in the area. 


{Snow] Together with international help though, there is 
international concern that the human rights situation for 
the Kurds inside Turkey is also very bad. You, for 
example, have arrested a large number of people who are 
then defended by lawyers, who in turn get arrested, 
journalists go to cover the story, they get arrested. The 
situation is very bad in Kurdistan—-within—or the 
Turkish Kurdistan? 


[Ciller] There is no Turkish Kurdistan. My people who 
are of Kurdish origin, or Turkish origin, are not discrim- 
inated at all. They can be elected to the Parliament, they 
can go anywhere, and there is no party in my country 
who say’s—alright these are the cultural rights that we 
want—there is no such thing. There is the PPK which is 
a terrorist group who kill my Kurdish origin people 
because they are not supporting them basically, as well as 
the Turkish. But most of the Kurdish origin people, we 
have to discriminate that. 


[Snow] Prime Minister, Thank you very much for 
joining us, and certainly the messages that you've issued 
will be understood, but thank you very much for joining 
us. 


Use of German Weapons Denied 


LD24031 14795 Berlin N-TV in German 1100 GMT 24 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has denied reports that it 
is using German weapons in Iraq against the Kurds. The 
general staff spokesman said that the weapons come 
from Russia and other former Eastern bloc states. Even 
if German weapons were being used, however, Turkey 
would not be violating agreements with Germany, the 
spokesman said. Ankara only undertook an obligation 
not to use the weapons on its own territory. However, the 
operation was taking place in Irag. 
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Arms Sales Ban ‘Meaningless’ 
7A2403131195 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1200 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Recalling that Turkey had pre- 
viously decided not to procure weapons from Norway, 
the Foreign Ministry declared that Norway's announce- 
ment that it will not approve arms sales to Turkey is 
meaningless. 

In reply to a question, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman stressed that the nature of the discussion 
started in Norway with regard to the export of weapons 
and military equipment to Turkey, as well as the argu- 
ments presented in this connection, has begun deceiving 
the public and disrupting the facts. When it became 
certain that this attitude would not change, Altaman 
noted, Turkey included Norway on the list of countries 
that are unreliable for the procurement of weapons and 
military equipment and banned the purchase of arms 
from this country as of 20 February. 


Pointing out that there is no question of this decision 
adversely affecting the Turkish Armed Forces’ procure- 
ment plans in any way, Ataman stated: In view of 
Turkey's previous decision banning the purchase of 
weapons from Norway, the Norwegian Government's 
announcement on 22 March 19°5 that it will not issue 
the necessary permits for the sale of arms to Turkey on 
the grounds that the Turkish Armed Forces have crossed 
the borders of a neighboring country is meaningless. 


Israeli Envoy Denies Assistance 


NC2303 154495 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Mar 95 p AS 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Israeli Embassy denied 
rumors to the effect that 40 Isracli military experis were 
presently in Ankara to advise the Turkish authorities in 
the fight against the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK). “The PKK problem is a Turkish internal issue in 
which Israel is not involved,” a statemeni from the 
Embassy said. The correction came afier a news item in 
a Turkish newspaper reported the advisers’ presence. 
The two countries have recently signed an accord on 
cooperation against drug-trafficking, terrorism and orga- 
nized crime. 


KDP Official: Civilians Unhurt 


7A2303172695 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1610 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Ankara, March 23 (A.A.}— 
Iraqi Kurdish Democratic Party [KDP] representative to 
Ankara, Diza’i, said on Thursday that civilians were not 
hurt during a military operation launched against the 
separatist terrorists in northern Iraq. 


Diza’i told AA reporier that Turkish troops in the region 
held identity controls in settlement units and 11 people 
were arrested afterwards. 
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Recalling that Turkish troops seized weapons and 
ammunition belonging to the separatist organization, 
Diza’i said they were not informed about the operation 
beforehand. 


Guerrillas Knew of Operation 


NC2303175595 Paris AFP in English 1658 GMT 23 
Mar 95 


[By Tolle Aram] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Zakho, Iraq, March 23 
(AFP)}—Turkish soldiers are chasing shadows in the 
Zakho area of northern Iraq as most rebel PKK fighters 
left before the massive military operation was launched, 
Iraqi Kurds said here Thursday [23 March]. 


“We don't believe the PKK remained in this area,” said 
"Isa Hasan, a shopkeeper in Zakho. “Maybe a few stayed 
to fight the Turks, but the majority left for the east.“ 


Some 35,000 Turkish troops backed by planes and tanks 
poured into northern Iraq on Monday in an operation 
aimed at eliminating separatist Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) camps in northern Iraq. 


An AFP correspondent reported that the Turks con- 
trolled a swathe of territory between Zakho and al- 
‘Amadiyah, about 100 kilometres (60 miles) further east. 


Turkish troops held all the important posts along the 
road linking the two towns as far as a former fort just 
west of a!- "Amadiyah, she said. 


Snow-capped mountains less than 10 kilometres (six 
miles) north of Zakho towards Turkey dominate the 
border area. 


A Zakho resident said the PKK had been “well informed 
about Turkey's plan” and “so far there has not been any 
major fighting” in the area. 


Turkish troops did not stay in the town but passed 
through to a point about 10 kilometres (six miles) further 
east, residents said. 


Hospital workers and officials in the area between Zakho 
and al- ‘Amadiyah said no civilians had been injured so 
far in the Turkish offensive. 


The semi-official Turkish agency ANATOLIA reported 
Thursday that Turkish jets had launched new raids 
against positions used by the PKK in Hakurk. 


Some 10,000 Turkish troops also continued their push 
Thursday toward Hakurk, one of the PKK's main bases 
in northern Iraq, and artillery was shelling the area, 
ANATOLIA said. 


Turkish soldiers looted villagers’ homes and arrested at 
least seven iraqi Kurdish civilians, Kurdish officials 
charged Thursday. 
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t least 100 families have fled their homes near the 
Turkey-lraq border in face of the Turkish army's opera- 
tion, a senior official with the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) said in the Iraqi border town of Zakho. 

A Kurdish fighter said seven Iraqi Kurds living just west 
of al- "Amadiyah had been arrested for no reason. 
“The Turks promised to release the seven men. But they 
didn't. Besides thai they looted a lot of houses in the 
surrounding villages,’ a K DP official said. 


So far the army has paraded no PKK prisoners on 
Turkish television and Iragi Kurds say the captured 
weapons shown in the broadcasts are their own. 


“None of them has the PKK sign. These are the weapons 
they took from our people,” one old man said, adding 
that the PKK had fled the area ahead of the offensive 
which followed reports of troops massing on the border. 


A man from Berzici, a village 10 kilometres north of 
Zakho, said Turkish troops “took all the rifles from our 
men—more than 100—saying that there was no differ- 
ence between us and the PKK.” 


A car mechanic in Zakho said the Turkish forces 
Wednesday “came with more than 40 lorries to bring 
food to their troops.” 


“Everyone rushed home and closed the doors, fearing 
that the Turkish soldiers would enter their homes and 
loot them as they did in the villages they occupy,” he 
said. 

Baghdad on Wednesday called for a Turkish withdrawal 
and denounced the violation of its territory. Ankara has 
promised its troops would leave after the “limited” 
operation. [passage omitted] 


Paper: ‘Secret’ Talks Held 


NC2303202895 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 23 
Mar 95 p 19 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The extensive operation the 
Turkish military forces have launched into northern Iraq 
has brought to light the secret bargaining talks between 
Turkey, Iraq, and the United States during the past year. 
It has been ascertained that significant steps were taken 
at these talks to determine northern l:aq’s political 
status. Two high-ranking Foreign Ministry officials have 
confirmed to HURRIYET that talks were held. How- 
ever, they said that they “must not be regarded as having 
an official or binding nature.” 


HURRIYET has established that Turkey informed the 
Western countries and the Baghdad Administration long 
ago that it is worried at the absence of government 
authority in northern Iraq. The first important step on 
the matter was taken when Ozdem Sanberk, under 
secretary of the Foreign Ministry, visited Baghdad in 
1994. Turkey disclosed that it “wants a lasting political 
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solution based on Iraq's territorial integrity.” Sanberk’s 
visit was the first high- level contact with Baghdad since 
the Gulf War. 


Three Conditions by Kurds 


The Turkish officials headed by Ozdem Sanberk were 
briefed in Baghdad on the Iraqi Administration's views 
on northern Irag. They later held talks with Mas'ud 
Barzani and Jalal Talabani in northern Iraq and moved 
to draw up an unofficial plan. No official disclosure has 
been made of Sanberk’s talks. However, HURRIYET 
has ascertained what has been achieved. The Iraqi 
Administration informed the Turkish delegation that it 
“can fulfill the agreements it reached with the Kurds in 
1970 and 1974, which called for a certain degree of 
autonomy for the Kurds.” Barzani and Talabani were 
informed on that approach. However, they responded by 
putting forward three conditions: 


1. The Kurds must have a share in oil. 
2. The Kurds must be allowed to control Kirkuk. 


3. International guarantees must be given protecting the 
Kurds from any possible attack by the Saddam Admin- 
istration. 


Guarantee by the United States 


However, Ankara and Baghdad informed the Kurds that 
they refuse to permit Kirkuk to be under Kurdish 
control. Meanwhile, talks were held on guarantees for the 
Kurds. Turkey did not wish to have that responsibility. It 
believed that a guarantee from Ankara would pave the 
way for a war between Turkey and Iraq if the Saddam 
Administration attacked the Kurds. So, a U.S. guarantee 
was considered. 


Ankara has not yet been officially informed of the U.S. 
approach to a guarantee for the Kurds. However, U.S. 
officials are said to have informed the Kurds that the 
United States might agree to give the guarantee they 
have asked for. A high-ranking Foreign Ministry official 
told HURRIYET the following: “It is time for us to hold 
direct tatks with U.S. officials on the matter.” 


The foreign ministers of three Western countries will 
meet in Ankara today to discuss the establishment of a 
permanent status for northern Iraq. Turkey will inform 
them that it wants a durable solution to the problem, a 
solution which will neither impinge on the iraqi people's 
sovereignty nor disrupt Iraq's territorial integrity. 


Objectives Behind Incursion 


NC2403 104495 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Mar 95 pp 1, A8& 


{“Analysis” by Rasit Gurdilek: “Turkey Moves In To 
Empty Kurdish Cards] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Turkey, its troubled 
economy hard put to shoulder the annual burden of $7 
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billion to cope with a separatist war, bracing for 
increased Western pressure for a political solution to the 
Kurdish issue, expecting customs integration with the 
European Union (EU) and irritated by mounting accu- 
sations of human nghts abuses associated with the anti- 
insurgency campaign, on Monday [20 March] played one 
of its last cards to solve the Kurdish problem militarily 
by moving in forcefully to finish off the PKK [Workers’ 
Party of Kurdistan] rebels entrenched there. 


Contradictory reports of a peace offensive readied by 
PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, who has been seeking 
international support through a public relations cam- 
paign in Europe and the United States, and the approval 
of a spring offensive by the PKK’s Sth congress at the 
end of last year influenced Ankara’s decision to strike on 
the eve of Nowruz instead of waiting for the PKK move 
first as in the past. 


The number of the troops involved—35,000 according 
to officials, which can be reinforced in line with the 
demands of the fighting—and the absence of a deadline 
for the promised pullback suggest a long stay. Indications 
are that the troops, the most elite in the Turkish army, 
will not return before Ankara is satisfied that the PKK 
will not bother the country for a very long time. 


Whether by design or coincidence, the operation has 
come at an opportune moment for Turkey, when the 
Iraqi Kurdish groups are locked in their own protracted 
struggle for supremacy in the south. 


The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) of Masud 
Barzani and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), led 
by Jalal Talabani, have been fighting intermittently since 
last year for the control of Irbil, leaving the border area 
with Turkey unprotected against PKK infiltration. 


Until last year the two parties shared power in their 
northern Iraq enclave set up by the Western powers who 
defeated Iraq’s Saddam Husayn in the Gulf war. 


Although frowning upon the de-facto Kurdish rule in 
northern Iraq because of its feared effects on its own 
Kurds, Ankara nevertheless has been allowing Western 
air forces to provide vital security to the Kurds from a 
base in southern Turkey. 


The Iraqi Kurds also depend on Turkey for crucial 
supplies and revenues from the illicit diesel traffic 
between Iraq and Turkey. 


Exploiting their dependence, in October 1992 Turkey 
pushed the two Iraqi Kurdish parties, each with private 
armies made up of thousands of lightly-armed pesh- 
mergas (guerrillas), into attacking the PKK rebels to 
dislodge them from their fortified mountain bases. But 
when the KDP and PUK forces floundered in the face of 
stiff resistance from the better-trained PKK, Turkey sent 
nearly 20,000 troops to do the task itself. 


Ankara said its troops had killed over 2,000 rebels and 
forced another 1,500 to surrender to the Iraqi Kurds. 
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The interned PKK. guerrillas were put in a camp near the 
Iranian border with assurances by the PUK that they 
would not be allowed to arm and engage in operations 
against Turkey again. 


Turkey also reached an agreement with the two parties to 
ensure the security of the border by setting up posts in 
the mountains wrested from the PKK, supplying them 
with cash and weapons for the task. 


But the camp in Zhalah rapidly turned into the chief 
training camp and operations base for the PKK, 
prompting repeated strikes by the Turkish jets, and more 
importantly, causing lasting doubts among the Turkish 
officials as to the reliability of Talabani. 


So, when the fighting broke out between Talabani and 
Barzani for supremacy, Turkey's sympathies appeared to 
be on the side of the KDP leader Barzani. 


To be truthful, Turkey, concerned with the PKK’s 
strengthening presence in the border area, repeatedly 
offered to mediate between the warring sides, but point- 
edly refrained from closing the border to the diesel 
traffic—now filling only the KDP coffers—as requested 
by the PUK to stop the war. 


Having made up its mind to hit a crippling blow at the 
PKK rebels inside Iraq, Turkey evidently had little faith 
in the alliance of the Iraqi Kurds this time, and decided 
to do the job itself. 


Turkish military officials obviously made their intent 
clear to Barzani when they met with him and his top 
aides at the Turkish border town of Silopi on March 4. 
The local Iraqi Kurdish sources said that they had 
indicated their reservations, saying it would not be 
timely because of the Iraqi Kurds own fighting and that 
Ankara should not expect a “second front” against the 
PKK this time. 


Only too pleased to be left alone, Turkey struck on 
Monday. 


Another development pleasing Turkey was the reports 
that the KDP was preparing to end its unilateral two- 
week truce to attack the PUK positions throughout Iraq 
as of Monday in a bid to force its rival out of Irbil. 


This will eliminate the possibility of any wide-scale PUK 
military assistance to the PKK. 


Despite official denials by the Ankara government and 
the KDP officials of any collusion or coordination, the 
coincidence will no doubt raise eyebrows and further 
— the crisis of confidence between Turkey and the 


But not left with too many cards to play, Turkey was 
obviously not willing to blow up the remaining ones by 
allowing itself to be held in check by fears of Talabani's 
lasting resentment. 
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Ocalan on PKK Strength 


NC2303164795 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Mar 95 p A4 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Abdullah Ocalan, 
leader of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
has said the PKK has a 5,000-strong force in the area in 
northern Irag near the Turkish border now targeted by a 
Turkish military incursion launched early on Monday 
[20 March}. 


According to the minutes of the PKK’s Sth Congress 
held in late 1994, Ocalan complained to the organiza- 
tion’s commanders about the “insufficient nature” of 
PKK forces in Turkey and northern Irag. However, 
especially after being briefed by one of his commanders, 
Mehmet Acar, alias Sari Huseyin, on the exact force 
structure of the PKK forces in northern Iraq, Ocalan 
expressed relief and said 1995 would be a year of major 
action for the PKK. 


““Now it’s our turn to strike. 1995 will be a year of major 
steps for our part. They (the Turkish government) said 
last year they would finish us off within the year. Now 
it’s our turn, we'll attack them,” he said. 


The conversation between Ocalan and Acar went as 
follows: 


Q: What is the status of our camp in the region? 


A: We have quite a strong force in Uludere (in Turkey, 
near the Iraqi border). The local force comprises five 
companies. In addition, between 150 and 200 fighters 
receive military training. 


Q: And the force in Behdinan (northern Iraq) can't be 
less than 1,500 men, including those in Karkuk. 


A: Currently we have in Haftanin (northern Iraq) a 
militia force of 1,000 fighters. If we begin our move 
before the enemy, the enemy will become helpless. 


Q: What is the distance between Methina and the 
border? 


A: About one kilometer. 
Q: Is that the location of the big headquarters? 


A: Yes, it is there. And our friends are now opening to 
the Gore region. 


Q: Where is Gore? Is that the mountain in the south? 


A: it’s just behind Dahuk. It is very near, only a few 
kilometers. 


Q: Yes, it’s very near. We will apply the previous tactic 
for a deep-area headquarters. It will serve as a headquar- 
ters for all the others. I think the enemy won't be able to 
spot it, and we can stay there permanently. 
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A: That might be. Recently much equipment has been 
moved to the region from the Zaleh camp (northern 
Iraq). And in Haftanin, a mobile anti-aircraft has been 
set up. 


Q: The Methina headquarters is different from the one in 
Haftanin, isn't it? 

A: Yes, they are separate. Currently military training is 
being conducted in Haftanin. In Methina, there is polit- 
ical training. 

Q: In this case, we have a force of roughly 5,000 men in 
the area. We can raise this to 7,000 by the beginning of 
the summer, with the expected participation of militia, 
can’t we? We will reorganize this 7,000-strong army. 


Ciller, Cetin Sign Coalition Action Plan 


TA2303185095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1210 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[Statements by True Path Party Leader Tansu Ciller and 
Republican People’s Party Leader Hikmet Cetin at the 
signing ceremony for the coalition action plan at the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly in Ankara—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Ciller] The True Path Party 
[TPP], which is the largest rightist party, and the Repub- 
lican People’s Party [RPP], which is the largest leftist 
party, are consolidating into a new coalition. I would like 
to begin by wishing that this cooperation be auspicious 
for our country. 


1 would like to state that TPP-RPP cooperation is needed 
more than ever in our country during these days when an 
agenda for change and issues of the utmost significance 
are waiting. This process of change in our country will, 
on the one hand, defend the indivisible unity of our 
country and, on the other, bring about an economic 
balance in a determined fashion. This process will, at the 
same time, fulfill the mission of unifying us with the 
civilized world and Europe, long aspired for by our 
people, and render global democratic principles acces- 
sible to every citizen in the country. 


The important problems have been left behind. I am not 
saying this in the belief that they have all been solved. I 
am saying this, however, to point out that we have 
undertaken to jointly solve the problems of the past. 
These two parties, in other words the two largest parties 
of the right and the left, tackled the country’s problems 
with a patriotic approach and succeeded in placing the 
country’s interests above personal or party interests. 
With this understanding they were able to take very 
significant and sound steps regarding the indivisible 
unity of the country and to shoulder the economic 
problems, the cumulative results of many years, with a 
sense of great self-sacrifice. The results of these steps 
have slowly begun to bear fruit. 


Today, however, we are in need of change and renewal. 
We will implement them while refusing to make conces- 
sions to our former understanding; in other words we 
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will continue to safeguard the indivisible unity of the 
country. We will implement the measures aimed at 
balancing the economy and, at the same time, take a new 
leap forward. This new leap will incorporate unification 
with Europe and more freedom of expression and belief 
for all our citizens. 


We have, therefore, felt the necessity to once more 
review our priorities in this action plan. We have 
expressed our priorities concerning freedom, the democ- 
ratization concept, the economic balance, the renewal 
program, the Seventh Five-Year Plan, and the renewal of 
the country’s institutions within this process in a bid to 
initiate growth. No doubt, we will be entering a new 
period in which many significant projects in the south- 
east, including many regional development projects will 
be realized. i ahanihanell undertake the mission 
of renewal, change, and the establishment of new insti- 
tutions, while preserving our previous determination. 
We will undertake the mission of fulfilling the wishes of 
our citizens for renewal and change. | believe that we 
shall be successful in this mission which I wish will be 
auspicious for our country. 


[Cetin] Mrs Prime Minister, esteemed ministers, depu- 
ties, party officials, and members of the press: I greet you 
with respect. 

The TPP-Social Democratic Populist Party coalition 
government, which was established after the 1991 elec- 

tions, shouldered a significant duty despite all the coun- 
try’s difficulties and this partnership continued up to 
now. The RPP has become a partner in this government 
as a result of the natural, political, and legal outcome of 
the merger realized at the 18 February congress. We, 
along with our colleagues, have assessed the current 
situation and conditions and have arrived at the conclu- 
sion that placing this new strength, structure, and 
cadre—created as a result of the merger in the service of 
the nation—will be beneficial as well as appropriate. It is 
true that there are certain priorities that Turkey has to 
deal with. We reached a unity of views, while preparing 
this new action plan, that speeding up the democratiza- 
tion process, which has become a communal aspiration, 
is one of these priorities. Again we have reached a unity 
of views on the fact that we should shoulder in unison 
the problems of economic balances and economic 
administration. 


We have also reached a unity of views on the steps to be 
taken in the coming period in order to be successful in 
our unification with the Customs Union and the Euro- 
pean Union. Furthermore, we have reached an agree- 
ment that during this period, we will be jointly seeking 
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solutions to the fundamental problems of the regional 
people with the help of an eastern and southeastern 
reconstruction project. As a result of our assessment we 
have prepared a new action pian aimed at best utilizing 
the time that is allotted to us. I would like to thank the 
administrators and officials of the two parties who have 
contributed to this action plan. They have been able to 
prepare this document through great efforts. 


The RPP, following its recent congress, found it neces- 
sary to shoulder such a responsibility because it was 
again the RPP, whose roots are embedded in our past 
and our national history, that established the republic 
under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal, and the founda- 
tions of contemporary Turkey, initiated the democratic 
process, and gained social democratic characteristics in 
the 60ies. The RPP is, thus, the symbol of renewal. 
We want to establish a free and peace loving Turkey by 
developing the economy, bringing prosperity to the 
entire population, and instilling social democratic prin- 
ciples in the masses. This is our ideal and our claim. We 
are determined to realize this ideal together with the 
TPP. This partnership will, no doubt, realize this ideal. A 
apne is a joint venture. The two parties, bringing 
their programs together, have decided to walk side by 
side for the benefit of the country on the issues of mutual 
consent and to succeed. We are well aware that Turkey is 
facing certain difficulties. One of the special character- 
istics of the RPP is that it is capable of overcoming 
difficulties. The RPP has, in the past, shouldered all the 
difficulties in the interests of the country. The same can 
be said for today and the future as well. With this goal in 
mind, we have come together to formulate such an 
action plan. I believe that this partnership will make use 
of the coming period in the best possible manner and will 
greatly contribute to the solution of the country's prob- 
lems. A partnership is based on trust. We will be con- 
tinuing on our path in mutual trust. We will be sharing 
joint responsibilities. We will be assuming these joint 
responsibilities with the joint authority invested in us. 
We shall be assuming these joint responsibilities in 
mutual trust, confidence, and solidarity. 


The RPP has a tradition of assuming responsibilities in 
difficult times and generating solutions. The RPP will 
continue this partnership in line with the principles of 
virtue, renewal, renovation, democratization, and 
laicism that it has safeguarded since its foundation. | 
wish the TPP-RPP government to be auspicious to the 
community and the country. | sincerely believe that it 
will carry out beneficial work and that it will prove to be 
successful. I express my respects. 
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